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Our Circuit Statement 

Our mission is to enjoy and spread 
the good news of the love of God 

as seen in Jesus Christ. 

This issue is due to come out around Easter Weekend, the time of year 
when Christians all over the world celebrate the resurrection of our Lord 
and Saviour, and his triumph over death. 

Cover Picture 

A candle burns during worship at 
the front of Pett Methodist Chapel 

for the people of Ukraine. 

And yet it is also published 
against the backdrop of a brutal 
war, in which innocent lives are 
being destroyed and millions 
driven from their homes. 
Celebration, at such a time, 
seems hardly appropriate. 

But, as the news brings daily new 
and more horrifying reports of 
atrocities and unimaginable 
suffering, we must take heart in 
the sure knowledge that God 
remains ultimately in control. In 
time, Mr. Putin will become an 
insignificant footnote in history, 
while those who he seeks to 
destroy will be lifted up and 
restored to a place of honour. 

“How lovely on the mountains are 
the feet of him who bring good 
news …” 

How we long to hear some good 
news in the daily broadcasts but 

in the meantime, we do what we 
can, and this magazine includes 
reports of some of the ways in 
which our church communities 
are responding to this situation. 

So as you read this issue, and as 
you go about your daily business, 
Ukraine will rarely be far from 
your thoughts, but don’t forget to 
look for signs of hope. It’s spring-
time, and they are everywhere. 

In the words of the Eagles’ song, 
Desperado … 

“It may be raining, but there’s a 
rainbow above you …”  

or perhaps you might be more 
familiar with … 

“I trace the rainbow through the 
rain.” 

Find yourself a rainbow and hang 
on to it. 

Keith 
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Dear Friends 

Spring is here and nature is 
bursting into life around us. As the 
sun shines and the evenings 
become lighter many of us will be 
enjoying our open spaces and 
gardens and celebrating the signs 
of new life as the darkness of 
winter gives way to spring.  

For Christians throughout the 
world this is also the time for 
celebrating the most 
extraordinary event.  Jesus of 
Nazareth, who had been put to 
death on a cross was raised to a 
kind of life never before 
experienced. He has a body, 
showing the scars of his suffering, 
he talks, listens, and eats. Yet he is 
no longer bound by space or time.  
Yes, it is true. Jesus is alive for all 
time.  The Lord of life cannot be 
held by death.  God’s victory over 
sin and death means that new life 

is a reality for all.  

Each of the gospel writers have 
their own special message about 
the empty tomb.   Mark, probably 
the earliest, tells us that the 
reaction of the women is 
trembling, and terror and they run 
away and say nothing to anyone. 
Matthew describes, presumably 
while the women were still on 
their way to the tomb, an 
earthquake, and the rolling away 
of the stone that had sealed the 
entrance to the tomb. Luke, 
always more concerned with 
evidence and facts, emphasises 
the empty tomb by adding that 
the women could not find the 
body of Jesus and were 
bewildered by the scene until two 
men in dazzling clothes appeared 
and said to them: “Why do you 
look for the living among the 
dead? He is not here but has 
risen."   

As we read the accounts of the 
resurrection, we see people who 
are emotionally confused and 
drained. The events of the 
previous week have been 
exhausting, and have them 
seeing, but not recognising, 
wondering, and agonising but not 
immediately able to make sense 
of what they have seen or heard 
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from others. This is so human and 
reassuring for us to read.  

We too may go through difficult 
times when we struggle to make 
sense of our experiences.  It may 
take years of living before we fully 
grasp something of God’s 
involvement in our journey or our 
pain.  Like the people in the Easter 
stories, we may not immediately 
recognise that Jesus is present 
with us.  Mary thought that Jesus 
was the gardener. The travellers 
on the Emmaus Road were so 
wrapped up in their sadness that 
they didn’t recognise Jesus when 
he came and walked beside them.  

With gentleness and courtesy 
Jesus holds back on revealing the 
full vibrancy and power of his new 
life, so as to lead people at their 
own pace to recognise for 
themselves the amazing truth that 
he is alive.  In his love Jesus allows 
each person to see and recognise 
in their own way, for he has no 
desire to scare or overwhelm 
them.  That is just as true for us 
today. Jesus comes alongside us 
and meets us where we are. The 
more that we seek this risen Lord 
the greater will be our joy and 
delight. 

God bless you all  

Revd Tricia Williams  

Royal Visits to Hastings 

This year we are 
being invited to 
spend four days 
celebrating the 
Platinum 
Jubilee of the 
reign of our Queen, Elizabeth the 
second. 

Elizabeth has been to Hastings on 
three occasions. The first was in 
1951,  the year of the Festival of 
Britain, whilst she was Princess. I 
don’t remember that visit, I was 
only 3 at the time, but it is 
recorded in the book that I, along 
with all other school children, was 
given by the Borough Council to 
mark the Coronation. She arrived 
by car, coming into the town 
under Harrow Bridge and her first 
point of call was St John’s Church 
in Pevensey Road where, after a 
short  service, she laid a 
foundation stone marking the 
reconstruction of the church 
following bomb damage during 
the war. A visit to the town hall 
was followed by lunch at the 
Queen’s Hotel and then a visit to 
Hastings Castle. After a chat with 
fishermen and the presentation to 
her of a gold brooch by the 
Winkle Club she ended her visit at 
the Cricket Ground where she was 
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greeted by hundreds of children.  

Here she was presented with the 
Deeds of Hastings Castle and the 
glens, which she passed back to 
the Mayor for safe keeping. She 
was also presented with a silver 
replica of the town seal. She left 
the town by car heading for 
Brighton. 

The second visit was on 28th 
October 1966 to mark the 900th 
anniversary of the Battle of 
Hastings. All the youth 
organisations were asked to 
provide members to stand along 
the route as the cavalcade drove 
along the seafront for a visit to 
the Triadome on Hastings Pier, 
built purposely by the Council to 
house the Hastings Embroidery, 
sewn by women from the Royal 
College of Needlework, a replica 
of the Bayeux Tapestry which 
depicted the history of the 
Norman Conquest and the Battle 
of Hastings. I remember standing 
along Eversfield Place, back to the 

sea, for quite a while before the 
cars drove past. It was not the 
warmest of days as you can 
imagine. The internet contains 
very little further information 
about the visit and my memory 
can’t recall any more.  

On the other hand, I have many 
memories of the third visit on 6th 
June 1997. 

Again, youth organisations were 
invited to form a guard of honour. 
The Mayor at the time was 
Graeme White and his wife was a 
Girl’s Brigade Officer. I was 
helping at St Helen’s Brigade at 
the time, Hollington having 
recently closed. We lined up in 
Station Road and marched behind 
the Hastings Corps of Drums 
down Havelock Road and into 
position in Queen’s Road outside 
the Town Hall. The Queen arrived 
by helicopter, landing on the Oval 
then being driven down. The 
Queen came over and spoke to 
the Drum Major. She was just 

A panel from the Hastings Embroidery 
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yards from me, and I could see 
she was wearing a blue and white 
dress under her navy coat and 
matching hat. 

The reason for her visit was to 
open the Priory Meadow 
Shopping Centre, including the 

unveiling of the statue of the 
cricketer. She also visited the Old 
Town, the Fishermen’s Museum, 
Hastings College, and West St 
Leonards School, from where her 
helicopter took her onward. 
Dawn Novis. 

Pentecost up North 
We shall soon be celebrating the 
next great feast of Pentecost.  
Now, as I grew up in the North of 
England, and though I was a regular 
attender of Sunday School. I had 
never heard of ‘Pentecost’. But I 
did know very well the season of 
‘Whitsuntide’. Pentecost was ‘Whit 
Sunday’ (aka White Sunday, with 
Monday and Tuesday to follow.) 
Still, up in the wilds of the North, 
Whitsuntide still exists, shown 
mainly in the holding, on Whit 
Monday, of Whit Walks in many 
towns. This beautiful tradition is 
celebrated       mostly over the 
North West, with the 
most famous being in 
Manchester. This was 
the great event of the 
Sunday School 
calendar. 
Whit Walks began in 
1801, on Whitsun Bank 
Holiday (i.e., Bank 
Holiday Monday). They 

were, and still are, a wonderful 
sight. Churches from all over the 
area (particularly Methodist 
churches) sent members – adults, 
clergy – but mainly children, to 
walk through the streets, most 
famously of Manchester, with 
banners, streamers, and flags – the 
children being dressed up in their 
best clothes. (Girls had a new white 
dress, and boys new trousers, or 
occasionally a kilt) This magnificent 
gathering moved from St Anne’s 
Square to a place of worship. 
What a wonderful, joy-full day to 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit!  

Jean Wells 

Whit Walk in Manchester - picture, Church Times 
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We are still looking for a suitable 
candidate, and sadly the Bible 
doesn’t provide any role models 
whom we would really want in 
our circuit. For example:    
Adam: Good man but we hear 
that he and his wife enjoyed 
walking nude in the woods. 
Noah: Former pastorate of 120 
years, yet with no converts. Also, 
prone to unrealistic building 
projects. 
Abraham: Twice offered to share 
his own wife with another man. 
Joseph: Bit of a dreamer, plus he 
had a prison record. 
Moses: Modest, but a poor 
communicator, and even 
stuttered at times. Moreover, he 
had a temper, and there were 
rumours he left an earlier church 
over a murder charge. 
David: Very promising leader, but 
a affair with his neighbour’s wife 
is rumoured to have been hushed 
up by the authorities. 
Solomon: We suspect he was a bit 
of a wise guy, and anyway our 
manse would never hold all those 
wives. 
Elijah: Prone to depression, and a 
reputation as a pyromaniac. 
Deborah: Plays the tambourine 
and dances enthusiastically. Might 

frighten the older members. 
Jeremiah: An alarmist, always 
lamenting things. Plus, he buried 
his underwear outside. 
Isaiah: Claimed to have seen 
angels flying in the church.  
Jonah: Says God had him 
swallowed up by a great fish, and 
that later it spat him out on the 
shore near here because he was 
called to ministry. We hung up. 
John: Said he was a Baptist, but 
he doesn’t dress like any Baptists 
we know. Has slept outside, eats a 
weird diet, and provokes 
denominational leaders. 
Peter: Too blue collar, and too 
impetuous. Had also been known 
to curse.  
Paul: Powerful message, and 
people responded to him, but he 
had been known to preach all 
night. That would never do for us. 
Judas: Seems to have been a 
steady plodder, with excellent 
connections. Knew how to handle 
money. We’re inviting someone 
like him to preach this Sunday. 
Possibilities here. 
 
Thanks to the Parish 
Pump for permission 
to reproduce. 

Report on the search for a new minster 
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‘No Politics or Religion’ 
Michael Foster was the former 
Member of Parliament from 1997 – 
2010 for the Hastings and Rye 
Constituency. He was also the 
Equalities Minister in Gordon Brown’s 
Government. More importantly 
however he has been a member of 
the St Leonards-on- Sea Methodist 
Church (formerly Park Road) for more 
than 40 years and we asked him to 
share a few thoughts about his time 
in politics, and how his faith has 
influenced his life and work. 

It used to be that some pubs and 
clubs would display the sign ‘No 
Politics or Religion’. Perhaps that 
was at a time when people were 
actually interested. The fact is of 
course that life is about politics 
and for many about religion as 
well. ‘OMG’ is even in the lexicon 
of social media. God gets 
everywhere. 

But there is no neat alignment 
between politics and religion, 
although some of us do see our 
Christian faith best demonstrated 
by our political creed.  

I no longer believe the simplistic 
slogan ‘Labour good, the Tories 
bad, LibDems wishy washy’ and, 
indeed, the longer I was in politics 
the more I believed that quite 
often to the big questions the 
answer is not ‘yes’ or ‘no’ but 

maybe. Nonetheless my political 
leanings were, I hope, always 
informed by my Christian faith, 
perhaps as my faith came first 
having been brought up from 
infancy in the Salvation Army. 
‘Standing up for Jesus’ was 
without embarrassment as I 
would play my cornet on the West 
Hill on a Sunday afternoon. 
Indeed, letting people know what 
you believed, but albeit respecting 
alternative views can in the main 
lead to good relationships.  

Of course, I am mindful that Hitler 
was a Catholic (even considering 
entering the priesthood as a 
young man) and Putin still wears a 
crucifix and crosses his heart - 
perhaps that it is the point. 
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Claiming to be a Christian does 
not make you good. What you do 
is the better test.  

The problem in politics, certainly 
at the Parliamentary level, is the 
need to follow the Party line, 
although within the constitution 
of the Labour party there is a 
conscience clause, not to be used 
however too freely. 

Not everything is a matter of 
conscience, but when it is I think, 
for many politicians, that trumps 
party affiliation.  
 

The Parliamentary Christian 
Fellowship 
The UK Parliament has a very 
strong cross party Christian 
Fellowship of which I was proud 
to be a member, but we also have 
smaller groups such as the 
Methodist Fellowship (again all 
party) in which the big issues 
could be discussed with a prayer. 
In Parliament many Christians, 
and indeed those of other faiths, 
seek practical ways of 
demonstrating their commitment 
together. For me, one of the 
annual highlights was the carol 
service in Westminster Hall led by 
the Salvation Army International 
staff band. And, of course, in 
Parliament we start every day 

with prayers.  

Our own Methodist Fellowship 
was based at Central Hall across 
the road (which incidentally has 
the status of having been the 
venue for the first meeting of the 
United Nations). Our ministers 
there were always available to 
offer support in the Parliamentary 
life, with notable supporters such 
as the now Lord Leslie Griffith. But 
in the membership, we had a 
goodly number of ministers 
including Hilary Armstrong who 
was the Chief Whip. In preparing 
this article I was asked to perhaps 
give examples of when my faith 
trumped my politics, and I can 
think of two.  

The first was before I was in 
Parliament and a member of East 
Sussex County Council. There was 
to be a vital vote on increasing the 
wages of kitchen staff in our 
schools. As the Labour whip at the 
time, I negotiated an absence for 
one of our members and one of 
the Tory members both of whom 
were in Spain. The day before the 
vote our Labour member returned 
early and whilst we made efforts 
to contact the absent Tory, a chap 
called Ivor Brampton, we could 
not do so, so I explained to our 
members that if my returning 



Page 10 

The Magazine of the Methodist Church, Hastings, Bexhill & Rye Circuit 

colleague voted then I would not 
as we could not break the pair 
however important the vote. 
Given the importance of the issue 
that was a difficult one. On the 
morning of the vote however, 
quite miraculously the Council’s 
Tory leader John Chapman was 
delayed on a train from London to 
Lewes and the vote went ahead 
without him (or me), but we still 
won. Miracles happen.  

The second occasion was when in 
Parliament at the time of the Iraq 
conflict. Saddam Hussein was a 
truly evil man. His wickedness, for 
example hanging pregnant 
women from lamp posts, was 
beyond understanding. His 
removal was ‘justified’. However, 
when the British Parliament 
decided to vote on the issue it 
was before the United Nations 
had finished their deliberations 
and I thought the vote was 
premature and illegitimate if not 
unlawful and I refused to vote 
with the Government. The 
consequence was that I was 
required to resign my role as a 
Parliamentary Private Secretary to 

the Attorney General but that was 
a small price to pay in terms of my 
conscience. I have to say that the 
prayers and support of our local 
Methodist colleagues at that time 
(without suggesting how I should 
vote) was comforting.  

I do believe that in politics and in 
life that making the right call is 
different to different people. 
There were many Christians who 
voted for the Iraq conflict and 
believed that the just war criteria 
applied and the greater good 
demanded it. Their consciences 
were clear. Although I took a 
different view it is difficult to 
judge others (although perhaps I 
can be spared the exception in the 
case of Hitler and Putin). Of 
course, those of other faiths and 
none are also blessed with the gift 
of conscience, but I do believe the 
template of the Christian faith 
helps to inform.  

The Bible says you cannot serve 
both God and mammon, but you 
can I believe serve God and 
mankind and politics is a way of 
doing just that.  

Michael Foster DL  

He said that was one of the things he deplored about the loss of religion, 
it meant that people elevated politics into a religious faith and that was 
dangerous. 
P.D. James (A Taste for Death) 
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Battle 
We are pleased to be meeting in 
person again for fellowship and 
bible study. At a series of informal 
afternoons in the Rowan Lounge Ed 
and David, with the help of some 
excellent videos prepared by the 
Bible Society, have led a group in 
exploring the way we see God’s 
unfolding plan, leading to the 

coming of Jesus and beyond, 
throughout the Bible. 

The World Day of Prayer 
service was held this year at the 
Baptist Church. Each year on this 
day, many cultures, traditions, and 
races, in over 170 countries around 
the world, unite in prayer and 
action for peace and justice. It was 
particularly poignant this year to 
join in prayer for the people of 
Ukraine and Russia. 

The "gardening gang" have been 
busy planting a hedge of beech, 
hazel, and hornbeam at the top of 
our grounds which will provide a 
natural screen from the new 
development.  

Wates, the 
contractor, has hired 
the Emmanuel 
Centre for an open 
meeting to explain 
their plans and 
answer questions. 
We pray that our 
Church will be a 
focal point for this 
new community. 

Wishing our friends 
around the circuit 
Easter blessings. 

Mary Collins 
The gardening gang at work 
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Calvert 
As I am writing this report, (I’m 
late!) it is the second anniversary 
of the first national lockdown. By 
the time this edition is published 
Calvert will have moved onto the 
next stage in our worshipping 
journey with Covid.  

At our Church Council meeting in 
February, it was decided that from 
the beginning of April the wearing 
of masks at Calvert will be 
optional, while still being 
considerate of vulnerable people 
and respectful of those still 
choosing to wear masks.  

We are so grateful that our 
worshipping together has been 
able to continue, albeit in various 
forms throughout most of the 
past two years, keeping us rooted 
and connected. However, we 
realise that for the benefit of the 
Church family, and to continue to 
reach out to our local community 
we need to add more to our 
Church calendar.  

We have therefore started 
planning events to take place over 
the coming months, the first being 
a combined choir sharing 
reflective hymns and readings on 
Good Friday evening. Please keep 
an eye on the circuit calendar for 

future events, we’d love to see 
you.  

This picture 
was taken 
on Sunday 
at a service 
led by 
Jonathan 
Todd in 
which we 
prayed for 
Ukraine, lighting candles and 
listened to a beautiful sung 
version of the Ukrainian Lord's 
Prayer. 

 Adela Binns 

Christ Church   
It is pleasing that we have 
planned our 32nd annual Festival 
of Flowers - for obvious reasons 
we have had to miss out for the 
past two years. This Festival will 
be held on Saturday April 30th to 
May 2nd. We are open from 10am 
- 4,30pm and on the Sunday from 
2 - 4.30pm. There will be all the 
usual floral displays and also 
stalls, ploughman's lunches, 
cream teas etc. so do try to come 
along. On Sunday at 4.30pm there 
will be a short Songs of Praise 
service. This year the funds raised 
will be for church funds. 
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The other special event is the 
Christchurch Singers’ 'Summer 
Praise' on Saturday June 11th at 
7pm. No tickets or entrance 
tickets, but a collection will be 
taken for a local charity. Again, 
this is a return after two years of 
waiting so we hope for a really 
good concert. 

Our 'Fun and Friendship' social 
group is going very well on the 
second and fourth Tuesday each 
month. A wide selection of 
activities is available and always a 
cup of tea and cake at half time. 

Most of us can recall our Sunday 
School Days, and as a special treat 
on Sunday 24th April our worship 
will be reflective of those days - so 
do come along for a step back to 
yesteryear! 

The Annual Church Meeting is an 
important date in all our churches 
and ours will be on Tuesday 26th 
April. 

Grateful thanks to all who help in 
the preparation and leadership of 
our Sunday services - this is much 
appreciated. 

Barry Turnwell.   

Little Common 
Greetings from Little Common 
where the works on our roof are 
moving on well and we look 
forward to their completion and 
being watertight once more. 

We were delighted to celebrate a 
90th birthday recently, as 
Margaret Bretherick produced a 
beautiful cake. Sadly, Margaret 
was unwell on the day, but her 
son kindly brought cake for us all 
to enjoy. 

Our gardens are looking lovely in 
the spring sunshine. The 
vegetable patch has been dug 
over and awaits it’s spring 
planting.  The project was very 

This beautiful 
picture of a 
sunset over 
Bexhill beach 
was submitted 
by Veronica 
Timms 
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successful last year, and we hope 
that this year we can produce and 
donate even more produce for 
local charities. 

On Mothering Sunday, John 
Troughton led a very enjoyable 
All Age Worship and the 
Brownies joined in, singing a 
song, and distributing bunches 
of flowers. 
For our next event we plan to 
combine our Church Anniversary 
with celebrations for the 
Platinum Jubilee over the 
weekend of 27th and 28th May – 
with a Spring Fair and teas being 
served – we look forward to 
welcoming some of you to Little 
Common then. 
To end this time, I’d like to share 
with you a poem read as part of 

our Easter Local Arrangement 
service: 
Carolyn Lapping 

When Jesus rose on Easter Day 
I wonder could he see 
The golden dawn on Golgotha 
His empty Calvary? 

I wonder, were there daffodils 
That stood all round his feet 
And shouted their “good morning” out 
And did the air smell sweet? 

And was the garden spotless green 
As he passed shining by 
As though God’s love had washed the 
world 
And laid it out to dry? 

And was Good Friday like a dream  
Its story far away 
With blessing for its bitterness 
Like tears shed yesterday? 

 
Oh Lord, if 
that is how it 
is 
And how it is 
to be 
Then when 
Thy Kingdom 
comes 
O Christ,  
in love, 
remember 
me. 
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A Very Happy Easter and 
Spring, to you all. 

Our Church has recently voted in 
favour of the solemnization of 
marriages of same-sex couples 
and we are now applying for the 
appropriate registration of our 
building, which is a very positive 
development.  I fondly remember 
Mr. Stan Hester, our Church 
organist in the ‘70’s teaching our 
Junior Church the song: 

 How appropriate that we keep 
‘moving-on’ as a Church and 
community and it was really good 
to sing this song again the other 
week with one of our local 
preachers. 
We are also busy organising our 
next Messy Church on April 6th 
with the theme ‘Spring into 
Easter.’ This will take place on a 
Wednesday afternoon, during the 
school holidays, and will include 
craft items i.e.: hand-printing, 
Easter posies, construction of a 
celebratory entrance, seed sowing 
and the Easter story. Should be 
good. 

Café Church has restarted on the 
first Sunday of every month and is 
again proving to be a relaxed, 
informal, and lovely time of 
worship and fellowship together. 
We are also pleased that the 
weekly Community café is 
attracting new folk to come along. 
Easter praise at Ninfield will take 
place with a Good Friday 
reflection at the Parish Church at 
2.00pm and then on Easter 
Sunday we will celebrate Easter 
Day with songs, worship, and an 
Easter egg hunt. Many thanks to 
Dawn Novis who is leading our 
time together  
Ninfield village is ‘gearing-up’ to 
the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations 
in June. We plan to have a 
Platinum Jubilee Messy Church on 
Wednesday June 1st. On Thursday 
there will be the lighting of a 
Beacon and on Friday a village 
treasure hunt, with refreshments 
in our Church Hall throughout the 
day.  A Village Fayre is planned for 
Saturday and then Sunday is a 
picnic day followed by a united 
outdoor service on the Recreation 
ground late-afternoon. This will 
keep us all busy. 
Finally, I am reminded again of 
another favourite Hymn: 

Ninfield  

‘One more step along the world I go  
  From the old into the new 
  Keep me travelling along with you.’ 
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Pett 
Greetings from Pett 

Since our return to the chapel after 
lockdown, our numbers have 
remained at a consistently steady 
level. 

Our local arrangement services 
have been relaxed and joyous 
occasions, mainly led by Wendy and 
Keith, who put a lot of effort and 
preparation into them. We are 
blessed to have such inspiring 
worship leaders and the Café 
church style of worship and 
discussion draws us closer together. 

As Philip is stretched so thinly in 
terms of being able to take Sunday 
services around the circuit, he has 
kindly agreed to take a monthly 
service at Pett on a Sunday 
afternoon. The first will be on 26th 
June which is our Church 

anniversary. Tea and cake will be 
served, and all are welcome. 

As life slowly returns to normal, the 
church premises are once again 
being utilised by local groups; a 
sewing group has started on 
Wednesdays from 2-5pm and the 
village choir is restarting on the 4th 
April.  

The Archive Resource Centre, who 
have taken up residence in the back 
room of the chapel, held their 
launch event last month. It was 
officially opened by the Lord 
Lieutenant of East Sussex, Andrew 
Blackman, and our local MP, Sally 
Anne Hart was also in attendance. 
There were two fascinating talks by 
Haydon Luke on local art history, 
plus an exhibition of original work 
by notable local artists. It was a 
lovely day with many local people 
visiting the church for the first time. 

‘Come let us sing of a wonderful love, 
Tender and true, 
Out of the heart of 
the Father above,  
Streaming to me 
and to you.’ 

So, we go forward in Faith … May the peace of God be with us all. 

Paul Burson 
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There were many comments on 
how warm and welcoming it was 
inside, we are hopeful that some 
may return on a Sunday morning! 

Thanks to ARC, we now have Wi-Fi 
throughout the church, so 

hopefully, those who are unable to 
attend services can be included on a 
Zoom meeting. 

Pett hosted this year’s World Day of 
Prayer on 4th March. It was 
organised and led by Beryl and the 
theme was ‘I know the plans I have 
for you’. As it is no longer just for 
women, we were fortunate to have 
three men participating in the 
service this year! 

Finally, our thoughts and prayers 
are, of course, with all who are 
caught up in the terrible conflict in 
the Ukraine; We light a candle next 
to a blue and yellow ribbon every 
Sunday to remember and pray for 
them all.  

We wish you all a Happy and 
peaceful Easter. 

Laura Busby 

Lord Lieutenant 
Andrew Blackman 

addresses a packed 
chapel at the ARC 

opening 

A gathering of the great and the good at Pett 



Page 18 

The Magazine of the Methodist Church, Hastings, Bexhill & Rye Circuit 

Rye 
Greetings from Rye! 
In Rye, we were due to have a 
United Morning Service in the 
parish church on Sunday, 23rd 
January. The committee of 
Churches Together in Rye and 
District reluctantly decided to 
postpone this event, having taken 
into consideration the state of the 
pandemic at that time, especially 
as, pre-pandemic, we used to have 
a congregation of between 80 and 
100 in attendance on such 
occasions. As it was notionally the 
turn of Rye Methodist Church to 
host, Philip, our minister, had been 
asked to lead or preach at this 
service. As a result of the 
postponement, we were able to 
hold our annual Covenant Service 
instead. The following week, we 
held our spring Church Council 
meeting after morning worship, as 
Philip was due to start his sabbatical 
leave a couple of weeks later. On 
Sunday, 20th February, we were 
pleased to be able to welcome Revd 
Canon David Frost to lead our 
service of Holy Communion. 
In parallel to this, we have been 
busy dealing with the church 
building and keeping an eye on it. 
The process of emptying the 
building continues. Most of the 

organ has now left the building, 
after its deconstruction. Some of 
the pipes have made their way to 
Germany and Poland, the 
remainder heading to differing 
locations within the UK. The organ 
console is currently under 
refurbishment by Gary Owens, an 
organ builder from Hereford, in his 
workshops, before being 
transported to and installed in the 
Shrine of our Lady, a Catholic 
church in Willesden, north London. 
We have managed to sell or donate 
most of the church furniture and 
fittings, so the building is looking 
bare and quite sad. One happier 
note – several weeks ago now, I had 
a conversation, after worship one 
Sunday morning, with the preacher 
who had taken the service at the 
parish church of St. Mary. We were 
discussing the building and the 
process of clearing contents, when 
he announced that his grandmother 
had worshipped in the Methodist 
Church building. It transpired that 
she had also given a framed piece 
of cross-stitch of a prayer to the 
church, which I was able to retrieve 
from the wall of the church and 
present to him, a family member. 
With pride, he announced that he is 
going to hang it on the wall of his 
study! 
If you have no firm plans for Easter 
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Sunday, you will be most welcome 
to join us for worship at 10.30am. 
We are due to welcome the Chair 
of the District, Revd David 
Hinchliffe, to lead our worship 
that day in the St. Mary’s Centre 
in Rye.  
Our Church Anniversary this year 
is due to be held on Sunday, 12th 
June at which 266 years of 
Methodist witness in the town of 
Rye will be marked. The service at 
10.30am is due to be led by Rev 
Philip, after he returns from 
sabbatical leave. Worship is due 
to be followed by a bring and 
share lunch. If you can join us, you 
will be most welcome. 
Please continue to pray for our 
Circuit staff and the Leadership 
Team, as they seek to find the 
path forward for our Circuit and 
to prepare for the challenges 
ahead, especially since it appears 
that our superintendent may be 

the only full-time presbyter in the 
Hastings, Bexhill and Rye circuit in 
the coming year, starting in 
September. Please pray for all 
those who seek to do the same in 
all our Circuit churches. In 
addition, please pray for our 
superintendent minister, Revd 
Philip Wagstaff, who is currently 
on sabbatical leave, that he may 
be able to use this time granted to 
him by the Methodist Church for 
self-fulfilment to equip him to 
further spread the gospel and the 
Good News, which we all preach 
as our Lord’s disciples. Please pray 
also for Revd Tricia Williams, as 
she leads the circuit during 
Philip’s sabbatical and as she 
prepares to “sit down” in August 
(please remember to pray too for 
Dave Williams, as he 
contemplates and prepares for a 
new chapter for himself and for 
Tricia). 

Please remember 
that all our friends 
from the circuit are 
always welcome at 
Rye. In the 
meantime, take 
care, stay safe and 
well and God bless. 
Paul Martin. 

St Mary’s Church, Rye on a bright Spring morning 
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St. Helens 
Easter greetings from all at St 
Helens. 
Isn’t this a lovely time of the year?  
Spring flowers are everywhere.  
Blossom is budding and sprouting 
in the gardens, the woods, and 
the parks.  New life is evident all 
around us.  But we are reminded 
that there is also pain and 
suffering in the world, and the 
situation in Ukraine is constantly 
in our thoughts and prayers. 
We had hoped to restart Messy 
Church in February.  That wasn’t 
possible, but we now have a 
definite date for our first post-
covid Messy.  It will be on Monday 
30th May from 2.30pm, which is in 
the half-term holiday for the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations.  We look forward to 
that with expectation as we have 
lost contact with so many families 
during the pandemic. 
JUMP Club now meets on the last 
Sunday each month (previously on 
the first Sunday), and we were 
delighted to welcome new 
members at the end of February.  
Attendance at the end of March, 
on Mothering Sunday was the 
best we’ve had for at least three 
years. 
Throughout Lent, we have been 

starting each service with a short 
liturgy, reminding us of Christ’s 
suffering and death, and our part 
in that.  We will have celebrated 
Holy Communion during Holy 
Week, and the resurrection on 
Easter Day.  
Our worship committee is fully 
functional, and we were delighted 
to welcome Barry for the 
Chocolate Fudge-Cake Service on 
the last Sunday before Lent.  At 
that service we were also 
reminded of our dear departed 
local preacher, Mollie Bradbury, 
who not only had a very dry sense 
of humour but could also make a 
wonderful Chocolate Fudge cake.  
And then Charmaine came on 
Mothers’ Day, along with a small 
group from Shades Theatre 
Company who entertained us 
superbly during the service. 
We now look forward to the, 
hopefully, long summer months. 
Wishing you every blessing in your 
respective church communities. 
Mike Lambourne 

He who was seated on the throne 
said, ‘I am making everything new! 
Revelation 21 v5 
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St Leonards-on-Sea 
Greetings from SLMC. What a 
pleasure it was to have our full 
programme of Christmas events in 
2021 following the 
disappointment of 2020. We now 
look to the future with a Maundy 
Thursday Communion service at 
2.30pm on April 14th and, 
possibly, an ecumenical Good 
Friday Walk of Witness.  
Looking further forward, we will 
be celebrating the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee with a bring and 
share lunch following the Sunday 
service which will be led by Rev. 
Cynthia Park. Two weeks later, on 
19th we celebrate our church 
anniversary and gift day, the 
service being led by Rev. Clive 
Redknap. 
For our services we now have a 
music group again, including 

singers, restored by Rev Jonathan 
Todd and his wife Julie who 
moved to St Leonards last August. 
Some of you will have met them 
as they lead worship around the 
Circuit. We also have a large TV 
screen on which we can show 
video clips and other items from 
the internet. 

At an open meeting last Autumn, 
we agreed to the solemnization of 
marriages between same-sex 
couples, and this has been 
confirmed by the Church Council. 
The Council also approved further 
work be done on the tower at the 
front of the building and on the 
roof. 

With best wishes for a happy 
Easter.         

Dawn Novis. 

And from Rod … 

A lot of churches within 
the Circuit have raised 
funds for Ukraine through 
retiring collections. 
Recognising, however, 
that what is happening in 
Ukraine is far bigger than 
anything some of us have 
experienced in our 



Page 22 

The Magazine of the Methodist Church, Hastings, Bexhill & Rye Circuit 

lifetimes, we concluded that the 
situation deserved a bigger 
response, and so Sheila 
volunteered to put together THE 
COFFEE MORNING over a period 
of two weeks. 

During the two hours over 80 
drinks were served. We had 
people visit who we have never 
seen before, and one lady said 
that she loved our church as a 
child “because there was always a 
text”. People came from 
Methodist churches at Pett, Little 
Common, Calvert (that I 
recognised), from Hollington 
Church in the Wood, St Luke’s, 
and St John’s Hollington. On the 
morning, we raised around £800 
and with generous gifts from 
other people during the week, as I 
write, we have raised £1,560. I 
have spoken to “All We Can” who 
are operating through churches in 
Ukraine and surrounding 
countries. Moldova is one of the 
poorest countries in Europe and 
has accepted an increase of 10% 
to their population. I will ask them 
to direct it there if possible. 

Thank you to all those who helped 
in putting together the event and 
to those who supported it. 

Rod Sinden 

Trinity 
Greetings from Trinity!  

This article begins on a quiet note, 
as we recall the death of a 
member dear to all at Trinity – 
Mrs. Madeline Pamela Ascott, 
known to us all as Pam.  (Please 
read more about her in Angela 
Pepper’s article on page 32.) 

The outreach Post Office 
continues each Tuesday 2-4pm, a 
real asset to the community.  
Book Swap is available at the 
same time, and several people 
enjoy a cuppa and a chat. 

It is hoped to start several other 
groups as this magazine comes 
out – just after Easter. We hope to 
have a faith discussion group, with 
the format and content still to be 
decided. The Tuesday craft group 
will be on alternate Tuesdays, 2nd, 
and 4th each month, and Open 
Door on 3rd Wednesdays. 

As I write, much of our thought 
and prayers are with the dreadful 
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situation in Ukraine.  This country 
will be the focus of our first Open 
Door meeting, though looking at 
more cheering aspects of its land 
and culture. 

With this is mind, I recommend 
these two resources.  

A Prayer for Ukraine, sung by a 
joint Swedish-Ukraine children’s 
choir can be found at 
www.youtube.com/watch?

v=JkvSFqqEGCQ.   ‘Almighty God, 
over everyone, please stop the 
war in Ukraine … Thank you for 
coming down to earth!  Thank you 
for dying on the cross!  You 
showed how dearly you love us.  
We should love everyone too…
Show us how to make the world 
better for everyone!’  

Also, a moving performance of 
the Ukrainian national anthem 
can be viewed at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzgViS4Rpf8   

- ‘Ukraine has not yet perished, 
nor her freedom nor her glory’. 

Easter Resurrection blessings to 
all. 

Drina Hampson 

Winchelsea 
It is pleasing that meetings at the 
Chapel are now able to be held. 
On Wednesday April 13th the Rev 
Tricia Williams will lead 

‘Reflections for Holy Week’ at 
7.30pm. 

On Sunday 19th June at 2.30pm 
Stephen Page will lead a singing 
and worship workshop followed 
at 5pm with a special service led 
by Stephen and the Rev Philip 
Wagstaff. Light refreshments will 
be provided between each event, 
and all are most welcome to come 
along to both or one of the 
sessions. It should be a really 
good experience. 

We celebrate the 237th Chapel 
Anniversary on Sunday 17th July. 
At 2.30pm there will be hymn 
singing under the Wesley Tree 
followed at 3pm with a 
celebration service led by Rev 
Tricia Williams. 

The Chapel is occasionally open 
on the morning of the first 
Saturday in the month, and to link 
with Open Gardens in the town. If 
you would like to call in do check 
to make sure before travelling. 
More information about the 
Chapel may be found on the 
website – 
www.winchelseachapel.org  

Thank you for all your support for 
our Methodist Heritage Site – it is 
much appreciated. 

Barry Turnwell (Publicity Officer) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkvSFqqEGCQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkvSFqqEGCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzgViS4Rpf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzgViS4Rpf8
http://www.winchelseachapel.org
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My working life 
I have been asked to write an 
article for Spotlight about my 
working life. Here it is with all its 
ups and downs. 
My first job as a teenager was 
babysitting my young niece and 
nephew. Does that count?  I did 
get paid!  My brother, 11 years 
older than me, married and had a 
family while still young.  I had 
great fun, playing games, letting 
them stay up and watch TV way 
past their bedtime. 
My second was a Saturday and 
holiday job in Woolies (FW 
Woolworth for those who 
remember!). I had my own 
counter, serving biscuits served 
out of big metal tins, weighing 
them out into paper bags, taking 
the customer’s money, working 
out change in my head, and using 
a big old-fashioned till. You were 
in trouble if the manageress 
caught you writing it down, or 
even if you were sitting down. You 
always had to look busy! In all she 
was a bit of a dragon, but it 
prepared me well for what was to 
come. 
I had long wanted to be a nurse 
and, much as my headmistress 
tried to persuade me that training 
as a primary school teacher would 

suit me better, I was adamant. To 
be honest, I really wanted to be a 
midwife. I had dreams of driving 
round the countryside in a Morris 
Minor delivering bonny babies in 
people’s homes! I had to do three
-year State Registered Nurse 
training before one year training 
to be a State Certified Midwife.  
It’s totally different these days of 
course. 
I applied to train at the 
Westminster Hospital in London.  I 
felt very grown up at the age of 
17, going for interview at the 
school of nursing, my long hair 
put up, and dressed up in a suit 
with a mini skirt! The first 
question was why my mother 
wasn’t with me, which took me by 
surprise. I can’t remember what I 
said, but it must have been OK as 
a few days later I got the letter of 
acceptance, and I was to start a 
year later once I was 18. 
The first year, all student nurses 
were in a nurses’ home in Victoria 
under the shadow of Westminster 
Cathedral; Conditions were basic, 
to say the least. I was on the 5th 

floor -the lift was always breaking 
down!  In my tiny room with a 
sliding door, was a hard bed, a 
wardrobe, chest of drawers and a 
hard chair.  
As most of us were under 21, the 
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age of majority then, the hospital 
was in loco parentis.  We had to 
be in by 10.30 unless we got a 
rare late pass.  It was possible, 
though for a friend to open the 
door to the fire escape, or for 
someone on the ground floor to 
leave a window open for you. 
Things relaxed a lot as the law 
later changed. 
As a teenager in the 60s I found it 
quite hard to wear the uniform; 
blue dress below the knee, 
starched white apron and cap, 
black stockings, and black lace up 
shoes. Worse than school. We all 
made up for it on our days off!  I 
did love my cloak though, navy 
blue with a red lining which we 
turned inside out when we went 
carol singing round the wards at 
Christmas. 
After eight weeks in the school full
-time we were let loose on the 
wards. Some ward sisters were 
great, others were dragons and 
put the fear of God into us. I really 
enjoyed my three years, with 
training organised to provide 
experience of all specialities.  As a 
second-year student, aged 19, I 
remember overseeing a ward at 
night with a first year and an 
auxiliary. The night sister came 
round every hour or so, but 
ultimately it was my 

responsibility. In the morning I 
had to give a written “report” to 
the ward sister, with all 
observations charted neatly; the 
patients all had temperature 
taken, a hands and face wash and 
a cup of tea - all by 7.30 am.  
Unthinkable these days! 
Incidents that stand out are two 
deaths, early on in my training. 
One was a young man only 
recently married, from cancer, the 
other a four-year old little girl.  As 
a very junior nurse I wasn’t 
involved in the attempts at her 
resuscitation but told to look after 
the parents, which I did.  I found 
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the strength to cope, feeling God 
was with me, but afterwards had to 
take a day off as I was so upset. 
That decided me not to do 
children’s nursing. 
I can’t forget an unsavoury incident 
of having to give a bath to a very 
dirty tramp who had been admitted 
with pneumonia and scabies, 
mainly as I couldn’t stop itching for 
days just thinking about it!  As a 
third year I remember scrubbing up 
and assisting in the operating 
theatre at a kidney transplant; they 
were fairly new then.  I loved 
theatre work and would have gone 
down that route, but I liked my 
patients not only when they were 
anaesthetised! 
Around that time, I met my 
husband to be, Roy. A friend from 
school days arranged a blind date. 
She was then dating Roy’s flat 
mate, so we four met up under the 
clock at London Bridge station. The 
rest is history! Roy got used to me 
working strange hours on my shift 
patterns and we were engaged six 
months later. 
As part of the student contract, I 
then had to work six months as a 
Staff Nurse. Running a general 
surgical ward was a wonderful 
experience, especially on busy 
operating days.  All this time we 
were planning our wedding; we 

married and made our first home in 
Bromley. Roy worked for an 
American bank in the City, and I 
worked at the local hospital. 
I still thought about midwifery 
training, but mother nature had 
other ideas and we had our own 
first son!  We had two more 
children and I always worked as and 
when I could.  Hospitals in the 70s 
and 80s were very flexible about 
employing nurses with children; 
they used the “bank” system, and 
half shifts were possible. Once all 
the children were at school, I 
worked two nights a week; that 
worked quite well even if my sleep 
pattern was disrupted for a long 
time. 
A complete change came in the late 
80s when Roy left his banking job 
and we moved to East Sussex, 
buying the newsagents shop in 
Northiam.  We were partners in the 
business, and it was very hard work.  
We were up very early, seven days 
a week, to get the newspapers and 
magazines sorted out for the 
delivery rounds. The shop was open 
6 am till 7 pm. We met some 
wonderful people.  The people of 
Northiam accepted us straight 
away, and the children settled after 
a few hiccups, at first missing 
grandparents and friends.  We 
employed many paper boys and 
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girls over the years.  Roy did many 
of the rural deliveries by car and we 
had some excellent shop assistants.  
Some of the paper boys later 
became weekend assistants, and 
our children helped too.  People 
used to chat for ages in the shop 
and on quite a few occasions we 
took people for a cuppa in the back 
room if they were upset and 
needed an ear.  
When the children were 
older, with only one still at 
home, wanting to do some 
nursing again, I did a 
return to nursing course at 
the Conquest. As I was still 
doing some part-time 
work at the shop, I was 
mainly on the day surgery 
unit.   Although busy, it 

was not too 
strenuous. In 
2009, we sold the 
shop, Roy retired, 
and I went full 
time.  My last job 
before retirement 
was doing pre-op 
assessments of 
patients coming in 
for routine 
surgery. I enjoyed 
this very much as 
it was mainly 
talking to 

patients, giving them information 
and reassurance, and doing any 
necessary tests. 
Now I am retired and widowed, 
with six grandchildren, I keep busy!  
But I never did get to drive that 
Morris Minor around the 
countryside, delivering bonny 
babies! 
Angela Pepper (née Day) 

Roy and Angela quickly felt at home in Northiam. 
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Christian Schools Workers 
Hastings (CSWH) started in 2001, 

thanks to a generous donation from 
the late Margaret Fisher who, with 
a group of teachers meeting and 
praying for schools in the late 
1990s, had the vision of a Christian 
worker supporting the schools of 
the Hastings Borough.  

Scripture Union, with whom we 
partner, report that 95% of under 
16-year-olds in England and Wales 
have no contact with churches, a 
figure which is reflected in the local 
area. It has been our privilege to 
meet and help, to inform and 
educate young people about Jesus 
and what it means to follow Him 
where they are, in schools and 
academies.  

To begin with we had enough funds 

to run for 3 years with our first 
worker, Paul Edworthy, now a 
Pastor at Kings Church. But a later 
donation and bequest from 
Margaret and generous support 
from individuals and churches over 
the years has enabled the work to 
carry on until now, with two 
employed staff, Team Leader Sarah 
Brunton and Schools Worker Mark 
Beveridge.  Finance has always 
been a concern and after running 
down the original capital, God has 
nonetheless enabled us to continue 
to ‘live on the edge’. We must be 
always on the lookout for 
fundraising ideas and partners.  

Since our beginning we have been 
blessed by wonderfully gifted and 
committed workers and volunteers, 
the longest serving of whom was 
Lucy Skelton. We have also been 

Our vision 
‘That young people may 
come to a living, active 
and relevant Christian 

faith and that they 
apply it to everyday 

living and to witness to 
their peers.’ 
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supported by local churches that 
have offered office space for our 
workers. Currently, Elim Church 
Centre generously offers us rent 
free accommodation for an office 
and storage space for the 
numerous resources that are 
needed to assist the work.  

Over the years we have worked in 
all but one of the schools and 
academies of Hastings and St. 
Leonards, and in the villages of 
Guestling and Westfield. We have 
been able to build a reputation for 
professionalism and consideration 
for the ethos of each school in 
which we work. Our requests for 
feedback from schools brings 
overwhelmingly positive 
comments.  

Our current work with local 

schools has evolved into an 

annual cycle as follows: 

Autumn and Spring Terms  
our workers go into to schools to: 

take acts of collective worship 
(assemblies), 
take Religious Education 
lessons; 

lead JAFFA (Jesus A Friend For All) 
clubs in primary schools at 
lunch time and after school; 

take Hot Chocolate Clubs in 
secondary academies. 

First part of Summer Term 
our workers run Prayer and 
Reflection Spaces in primary and 
secondary schools and academies. 
Second part of Summer Term 
our workers take whole day 

transition days with all year 6 
pupils moving on from 
primary to secondary schools.  

During the school holidays we 
have taken primary age pupils on 
a weekend Christian residential 
and secondary age students on a 
weeklong Christian festival.  
The workers also run over the 
whole year a Christian youth 
group called Link Youth for 
secondary age students. This is 
aimed at being a bridge between 
school and church.  
We praise God for what He has 
done, what He is doing and what 
He will do through this work. We 
have been blessed with prayerful, 
financial, and practical support 
over our life. We still seek support 
in all those areas.  
If you’d like to know more about 
supporting our work, then please 
visit our website www.cswh.co.uk 
or contact me on 
t.collins@talktalk.net    
mobile no : 07919080703                    
Tom Collins (Chair of CSWH 

Management Committee) 

http://www.cswh.co.uk/
mailto:t.collins@talktalk.net
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As we all know, it was never the 
intention of Charles and John 
Wesley to form a denomination 
that we now call ‘Methodists’ – 
indeed they remained priests in the 
Church of England until their dying 
days. When at Oxford University 
they were both so diligent in prayer, 
Bible study, sharing fellowship 
together etc.  that they were called 
‘The Holy Club’. Thy were very 
methodical and hence the name 
‘Methodist’. 

Although John had long been an 
ordained Priest, it was not until May 
1738 that he went unwillingly to a 
society in Aldersgate Street where 
the epistle of Romans was being 
read. In his own words, ‘About a 
quarter before nine, while he was 
describing the change which God 
worked in the heart through faith in 
Christ, I felt my heart strangely 
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation; and an 
assurance was given me, that he 
had taken away my sins, even mine, 
and saved me from the law of sin 
and death’. 

This was a life changing experience, 
and it is known that he travelled the 
whole country, and abroad, 

declaring his faith for his Saviour. 
John visited Rye and Winchelsea on 
several occasions. On 7th October 
1790 he preached his final open-air 
sermon under the ash tree close to 
the Parish Church boundary wall in 
Winchelsea, (he was not allowed at 
that time to preach in Parish 
churches). The existing ash tree is a 
cutting from the original tree that 
blew down in 1927. 

In 1785 the local community built 
the ‘Preaching House’ that is 
situated beside the main road in the 
town. The Chapel is overseen by a 
Management Committee and 
various meetings are held to which 
all are invited. John Wesley 
preached in the Chapel, and the 
pulpit that he used is still in situ. All 
are welcome to become a Friend of 
the Chapel for a small subscription. 

The Chapel hosts an annual 
Anniversary celebration each July 
by singing hymns under the tree 
and sharing in a service. (This year it 
will be held on Sunday 17th July). 

The Aldersgate experience of John 
Wesley is recognised each year – on 
Sunday 22nd May it is Aldersgate 
Sunday, and May 24th is always 
fixed as Wesley Day.  

‘HIS HEART WAS STRANGELY WARMED!’ 
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At our Battle Emmanuel 
Church one of John 
Wesley’s profound 
sayings is written on the 
wall inside the building – 
there for all to see.  

John Wesley’s Rule 

Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 

At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 

As long as ever you can. 

 
Barry Turnwell  

(Publicity Officer) 

 

Bookings are picking up now and 
this is encouraging. Different groups 
meet at the House including the 
NHS Chaplaincy Group, a Foster 
Care organisation, the Bexhill Chess 
Club (now on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays) and the Al-Anon support 
group. 
The property is in quite good 
condition and do call me if you 

would like to hold an event there. 
There is no charge for our church 
groups and ‘external’ organisations 
still only pay £9 per room per hour. 
In the House the circuit office is 
established and Helen, the circuit 
administrator, usually works in her 
office there on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and Wednesdays. 
Barry Turnwell (Bookings Officer) 

CENTENARY HOUSE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 
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Pam Ascott RIP  
16th March 2022 

I first knew Pam when we had our 
newsagents shop in Northiam, as she 
lived in the village then and was a 
customer.  She had recently retired as 
a Health Visitor based in Rye and I 
think her husband had died quite 
recently too. This was about 1990. 

She had trained as a nurse at King’s 
College Hospital, London, in the early 
1950s and later joined the RAF 
nursing service.  

She attended Beckley chapel after 
transferring from the C of E, though I 
believe she was brought up 
Methodist. For a number of years, 
she was the treasurer. She was a 
faithful member of Trinity from the 
start but her deteriorating health 
over the last few years meant she 
was unable to attend. 

When her house in Northiam became 
too much for her she moved to a 
bungalow in Broad Oak.  Bible Study 
sessions were often held there.  She 
was a very intelligent woman, and 
good to talk to.  She loved quizzes 
and board games, especially Scrabble, 
also music and singing.  She was a 
member of the Peasmarsh WI Choir 
(now Peasmarsh and District Ladies 
Choir) for many years. She had her 
90th birthday a few years ago. 

Pam had been in the Conquest for a 
few weeks then transferred to the 
Irvine Unit at Bexhill where she 
passed away peacefully. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
her son Tony and the rest of her 
family. 
Angela Pepper 

Freckles came to lunch 
Lunch Club had an unexpected 
guest this month. Barry had won 
him in a competition at Pett some 
while ago and he was brought along 
to be passed to his new owner. He 
was given ice cream for lunch!! 
At our April lunch we have Tom 
Collins coming to speak to us about 
the work of the Christian Schools workers (see article on page 28). 
Please contact Pearl Page or Dawn Novis if you would be interested in 
joining us. 
pearl.page246@gmail.com 

mailto:pearl.page246@gmail.com
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A New Publication 
About fifty years ago David Smith, one 
of the members of the Methodist 
Church in Tenterden, took shelter in a 
torrential storm opposite one of our 
cathedrals. The view inspired him to 
write a poem which was then printed 
on the cover of his church magazine. 
Over the succeeding years, from time 
to time, he wrote other biblically based 
poems for churches. He was never one 
to say I’ll write something today; his 
poems usually were inspired by events 
or words he heard in sermons or 
beautiful phrases in newer versions of 
the English Bible. 
There came a time when he decided he 
did not wish to write any more poetry 
but end with what he considered to be 

an impossible final task; a personal and 
modern paraphrase of Psalm 23, so 
many hymns already being based on 
this psalm! 
In 2011, he was eventually persuaded 
to publish some of his work, which he 
did, adding personal reflections to 
complement each item, and a complete 
biblical index of appropriate relevant 
verses. The book, entitled Paraphrase 
lost? Paraphrase regained included 
items for both the very young as well as 
those of advanced years and the 
reflections range from light-hearted to 
serious religious thought. 
Subsequently, David found other 
poems he had written but forgotten 
about or thought lost, so he has 
decided to publish a second edition, 
intending to earmark all sales towards 
future conservation of the WW1 
memorial which occupied so much of 
his time since moving to Tenterden. As 
well as the poetry directly based on 
biblical texts, bearing in mind the 
forthcoming Platinum Jubilee, the 
author includes his Sonnet composed 
for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee selected 
by the President of Downland Poets of 
Eastbourne and East Sussex. He 
originally dedicated the book to the 
people of Dunblane where so many 
children tragically lost their lives. His 
poem written immediately afterwards 
brought tears to his eyes, the poem 
having echoes of the style of William 
Blake’s poem ‘Jerusalem’, ‘And did 
those feet’, but David’s opening line 
‘Did snowdrops grow in Galilee’.  



Page 34 

The Magazine of the Methodist Church, Hastings, Bexhill & Rye Circuit 

Writing under the pseudonym of David 

Blessing Paraphrase lost? Paraphrase 

regained is published by The Cloister 

House Press and is now available from 

www.bookdepository.com free of 

postage and packing. ISBN 978-1-

913460-47-1. David will have a few 

copies available locally and can be 

contacted on mobile 0759 7979 070. 

Bio-Optic Organised 
Knowledge – is it a device for 

the future?  
Introducing the new Bio-Optic 
Organised Knowledge device, trade-
named BOOK. 
BOOK is a revolutionary breakthrough 
in technology: no wires, no electric 
circuits, no batteries, nothing to be 
connected or switched on. It’s so easy 
to use, even an adult can operate it! 
Compact and portable, it can be used 
anywhere – even sitting in an armchair 
by the fire – yet it is powerful enough 
to hold as much as a CD-ROM disc. 
BOOK is constructed of sequentially 
numbered sheets of paper (recyclable), 
each sheet capable of holding 
thousands of bits of information. The 
pages are locked together with a 
custom-fit device called a binder, 
which keeps the sheets in their correct 
sequence. 
Opaque Paper Technology (OPT) allows 
manufacturers to use both sides of the 
sheet, doubling the information 
density and cutting costs and size. 
Experts are divided on the prospects 
for further increases in information 
density; for now, BOOKs with more 
information simply use more 

pages.  Each sheet is scanned optically, 
registering the information directly 
into your brain. A flick of the finger 
takes you to the next sheet. 
BOOK may be taken up at any time and 
used merely by opening it. The 
‘browse’ feature allows you to move 
instantly to any sheet, and to move 
backwards and forwards as you wish. 
Many come with an ‘index’ feature, 
which pinpoints the exact location of 
any selected information for instant 
retrieval. 
BOOK never crashes or needs 
rebooting, though, like other devices, it 
can be damaged if coffee is spilled on it 
and it may become unusable if 
dropped too many times on a hard 
surface. 
You can also make personal notes next 
to BOOK text entries using optional 
programming tools: Permanent Entry 
Nib (PEN) or Portable Erasable Nib 
Correctable Intercommunication 
Language Stylus (PENCILS). 

Contributed by Deidre Morris (ACE 
Ideas Forum) 



Please note - the next issue of Spotlight is due to be 
 published on 24th July 2022. 

Contributions for inclusion in this issue must be received 
by 26th June. 

Where possible, please send articles to the Editor,  
Keith Miller by e-mail at contact@pettchapel.org.uk 

Handwritten or typed items should be posted to  
Pearl Page, 226 Battle Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea, TN37 7BA 

 
And don’t forget to send us your pictures.  

We will always try to include a selection if they will reproduce satisfactorily.  
 

Spotlight is printed and collated by  

Hastings Voluntary Action 
01424 444010 

True cuttings from British Newspapers 
- Commenting on a complaint from a Mr Arthur Purdey about a large gas 
bill, a spokesman for North West Gas said: ‘We agree it was rather high 
for the time of year. It’s possible Mr Purdey has been charged for the gas 
used up during the explosion that destroyed his house’. (Daily 
Telegraph) 
-  Police are being handicapped in a search for a stolen van because they 
cannot issue a description. It’s a Special Branch vehicle and they don’t 
want the public to know what it looks like. (The Guardian) 
- A young girl who was blown out to sea on a set of inflatable teeth was 
rescued by a man on an inflatable lobster. A coastguard spokesman 
commented: ‘This sort of thing is all too common’. (The Times) 
- At the height of the gale, the harbour master radioed a coastguard on 
the spot and asked him to estimate the wind speed. He replied he was 
sorry, but he didn’t have a gauge. However, if it was any help, the wind 
had just blown his Land Rover off the cliff. (Aberdeen Evening Express) 



 

A Prayer for Ukraine: 
Borders, barricades, bewilderment… 

When the bargaining begins, God please protect 

peace. 

  

Sanctions, security measured in minutes and it’s 

scary… 

When safety scatters, God please protect peace. 

  

War dresses up in peace-keeper’s clothes, 

Troops amass, the ground trembles and so do 

people… 

When the future feels fragile, God please protect 

peace. 

The littlest, the least likely to have a say, those 

whose lives are sanctioned and bargained over – 

Violence always finds them first. And the ‘oh-so-

important’ political manoeuvres mean nothing to 

them. They just want to live. 

When the winners want to wipe them out of the way, 

God please protect peace 

  

We will not turn away. We will stand together – 

God give us the strength to protect peace. 

Amen 

From Christian Aid 


