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Apologies that this issue will
probably arrive a week or so
later than originally intended.
The process of collecting and
compiling contributions over the
Christmas period was a little
trickier than anticipated. Still, I
hope that you will consider it
worth the wait, and it comes
with slightly belated greetings
from the Spotlight team for the
New Year.
I think the content of this issue
is particularly varied.
We have History in the article
from Rye, which is much more
than just the story of an
individual church, but takes us
back to the very beginning of
Methodism in the South East of
England.

We have Fiction from

Margaret Bickerdike, with a
story which was highly
commended in a competition
run by the Methodist Recorder.
We have a Challenge from
Steve Wise regarding our
perception of the homeless, and
how we, as Christians, should
respond to their plight.
And we remember two faithful
members who have contributed
hugely to two churches within
our circuit. Rather than the
traditional heading of eulogy, I
have chosen to call this section
Life Stories in order to place
the accent on thankfulness for
lives well lived, rather than the
sadness of their loss. I hope that
this will meet with the approval
of those closest to them.

Happy reading.

Keith

Cover Picture

Our Circuit Statement

Rosie and Alice, star attractions
at Carols In The Barn.
See report on page 18.

Our mission is to enjoy and spread
the good news of the love of God
as seen in Jesus Christ.
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Thoughts from the Super

This year’s New Year celebrations
around the world have not been
as exuberant as they have been in
the past. Traditionally the New
Year has been a time to look back
at the year that has ended and to
look forward into a new year
which is to come. We are not
though in normal times as the
effects of the pandemic on
individuals, families and
communities continue to impact
on our world. The hope of a New
Year is there but it is tempered by
the experiences of people both
locally and across the world as we
continue to deal with the impact
of the pandemic on people and on
nations.
Within the Methodist Church we
celebrate the new year with the
Covenant service which is shared
either in the New Year in January
or in the new Methodist year in
September. The Covenant Service

gives us an opportunity to look
back into the year that is past and
look forwards into the new year
that is to come as we look again at
our faith and calling as Christians.
John Wesley recognised that just
as we live in the change and flow
of the seasons through the year
so we live with the change and
flow of faith throughout our lives.
The ongoing nature of our faith is
as important to us today as it
always has been as we continue
to explore how our faith interacts
with today’s world.
In the Old Testament the
prophets in particular saw that
faith was about a lived experience
of relationship with God in the life
of the world. This is perhaps seen
most clearly in the picture that
Jeremiah gives in chapter 31,
where in verses 31 – 34 Jeremiah
talks about the new covenant,
which is not written on tablets of
stone as they were when Moses
brought them down from Mount
Sinai, but it would be a covenant
of relationship where the way of
God was written on people’s
hearts. That covenant was
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redefined by Jesus as he shared
the way of God in the world. It is
in this developing relationship
with God that we share in the
covenant service and it is in our
relationship with God and with
people that we continue to
discover more of God’s hope for
our world today.
We do live in uncertain times
though. That uncertainty has been
with us since we first heard of the
effects of a global pandemic. This
has been a time of deep sadness
for families who have lost a family
member, or where the health of
family members has been
affected. We have shared in, and
continue to share in, a time of
deep challenge for the health,
caring and community services
across the country and across the
world. It is in this context that we
make our covenant with God this
year. While there has been much
which has shown the best of
humanity during these days, we
have also seen the challenges our
humanity brings as well. We
explore our faith in the context of
the times in which we live and we
seek the way of God in the place
where we are. When we read the
bible we see that faith is lived in
the political and practical
landscapes of the day when the

bible was written down but we
find pointers there as to the way
that God both challenges and
upholds us in today’s practical and
political landscapes. Perhaps
within the Old Testament this is
summed up in Micah’s expression
of what God requires of us, that
we ‘act justly, love mercy and
walk humbly with God’. In the
New Testament we see the
challenge and hope of
discipleship, seen in the way that
Jesus interacts with people, in the
way that he brings about the New
Covenant in the sharing of bread
and wine, and by his walk to the
cross. We see within the bible a
way of hope, light and blessing in
the covenant of God’s grace,
renewed and lived out in
challenges and opportunities of
the way of Jesus.
Of course we have found hope
again within our Christmas
celebrations as we have thought
about the coming of Jesus into the
world who brings light into our
darkness. I was privileged to be
invited to the telling of the
Nativity story by the children of
Staplecross school just before
Christmas. We were told again the
story of Babushka who met with
the wise men but she was too
busy to go with them to find the
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new baby king. When she realised
that she wanted to go too, the wise
men had long gone, but taking a cat
and a mouse as companions,
Babushka followed them. She met
many people on the way and gave
them some of the gifts that she had
in her basket for the new king, and
the people she shared them with
really appreciated them. She did
keep one gift though which she was
able to give to the new King when
she finally met with the wise men
once again and found the hope and
joy that the new baby brings. It was
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a great performance, and I would
like to thank everyone at the school
for the time, energy and
enthusiasm that everyone put into
it. It brought home to me that by
helping each other, we are sharing
something of the gifts that God
shares with us.
As we go into a new year, whatever
it may bring, may we all know the
hope and peace and blessing of God
and the covenant of his grace for us
and for all the world.
Philip

A PRAYER FOR CANDLEMASS (from Catholic Online)
Lord Jesus Christ, You are the true
Light enlightening every soul born
into this world.
Today we celebrate the feast of
Candlemas.
Before Holy Mass, the priest
blesses the candles, whose wax is
the humming summer's work of
countless bees.
The flames of these candles will
shed their light upon the altar at the
Holy Sacrifice.
Help us to realize, this day and
every day, that our own humdrum
daily work, if it is done for love of
You, and in union with the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, will be a
supernatural work, and will shine
brightly before You for all eternity.
Help us realize, too, each time we
see the blessed candles at Holy
Mass, or at the bedside of the sick,

that they are a symbol of Yourself,
the Light shining in the darkness of
this world.
Help us to live in that Light, to make
it our own, and to kindle it in the
souls of others, increasing the area
of light and lessening the darkness
in the World.
This, dear Lord, help us do, through
the merits of Your own dear mother,
Mary, who did everything for love of
You, from the moment she brought
You into this world till the day she
joined You in the realms of light at
her death.
Then we, too, working for You, shall
be light-bearers who will help to
spread Your kingdom on earth, and
increase the number of those who
dwell in heaven, the city of eternal
light.
Amen.
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RYE METHODIST CHURCH, A Noble History
Methodism was brought to Rye in
1756 by one of John Wesley's
itinerant
preachers
named
Thomas Mitchell. He came from
Yorkshire and was described as
"one of the bravest" of Wesley's
preachers. He must have made an
impression on the town, as John
Wesley himself followed up the
visit two years later, in October
1758, and preached here several
times. In 1759, Rye was
designated as the head of the
Sussex Circuit, which covered a
huge area of East Sussex and West
Kent. Where the early Methodists
in Rye met is not clear, but we do
know that, in 1770, they moved
into a property in Mermaid Street
that had been used previously by
a Presbyterian congregation.
John Wesley visited Rye eleven
times between 1758 and 1790,
often during the winter months.
By 1789, the Methodist society
had grown to such an extent, that
it had to leave the premises in
Mermaid Street and move into a
new building in Church Square.
Wesley recorded, in his journal of
28th January 1789, that "At the
earnest importunity of our

friends, on Wednesday 28th I went
to open the new preaching-house
at Rye. It is a noble building, much
loftier than most of our houses,
and finely situated at the head of
the town." The fact that Wesley
himself opened the chapel and
bestowed such praise upon the
congregation was seen as a great
honour. Wesley returned to Rye
for a final time in 1790 and then
travelled on to Winchelsea, where
he preached his final open-air
sermon. John Wesley died in 1791
and Methodism was left to
develop without him.
As the result of work by Robert
Raikes, an English philanthropist
and Anglican clergyman, a Sunday
School was established by the
Methodists in Rye in 1813. Sunday
Schools, at that time, did not
focus just on Scripture and
Christian Doctrine, but also taught
reading, writing and arithmetic. By
1841, the "noble building" which
Wesley had described, was no
longer large enough for the
growing congregation and it was
torn down and replaced, on the
same site, by an even larger one.
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Their role in education served to
strengthen the Methodist Church
in Rye to such an extent that, at
the turn of the twentieth century,
an ambitious plan was made to
construct a purpose-build Sunday
School, just across the road from
the church. Building began around

Issue 130

1900 and was finally completed in
1903 at a cost of £2,500.
Rye suffered greatly in the Second
World War. A German bomber,
returning from a raid over
London, jettisoned a string of
bombs over the town. The chapel

The impressive building in the
distance is the 1841 Wesleyan
Chapel, destroyed in a bombing
raid during WWII. The Sunday
School (later to become the main
church building) remains
recognisable, despite extensive
remodelling, presumably as a
result of the damage suffered
during the same raid.
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building which had served the
Methodists in Rye since 1841 was
severely damaged and the Sunday
School had all of its windows

blown in. The congregation
struggled on, using makeshift
premises in the patched-up
Sunday School. It was considered
impractical to restore both
premises and, in due course, the
chapel site was sold, the building
demolished and a large house,
now St Mary's Rectory, built on
the
land.
The
complete
renovation of the Sunday School
was delayed due to haggling over
the
terms
of
wartime
compensation and thus it wasn't
until 1954 that it was completed,
and the building reopened and

dedicated as Rye Methodist
Church, remaining the home of
the Rye Methodist community
until 2021.

The Present Day
Although small in number, we are
a welcoming congregation with a
strong musical tradition. We meet
for worship on Sunday mornings,
at 10.30a.m., at St Mary's Centre,
Lion Street, Rye. We are also a
member congregation of Rye and
District
Churches
Together,
meeting in a variety of churches
on the fourth Sunday of each
month for a united afternoon or
evening service (depending upon
the time of the year) and three
times a year for a United Morning
Communion Service.
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FOR ALL THE OTHERS
A short story by Margaret Bickerdike
Joshua decided to go to bed early.
Since it was the Sabbath, he
wouldn’t be working on his little
piece of land, so after the morning
service and cooking the dinner
there was not much left to do.
And anyway, it wasn’t much fun
staying up on your own. So, he
went to bed and snuggled up
under the covers, although with
so much on his mind he had little
hope of sleep. The children were
dead to the world. That was a
blessing. He was worried about
them. How were they going to
cope without a mother’s care?
And more important, how was he
going to cope without his beloved
Anna? He was going to miss the
tidy house, the delicious meals,
the loving. It was two weeks since
the plague had taken her, and the
grief was still raw, and he could
hardly believe it had happened.
The people in the village had been
kind, but they all had their own
problems. His family didn’t have a
lot, but they had been happy.
Now all that was gone. All he
could do was hope and pray that
the rest of his family would be

spared, and trust in God to see
them through the ordeal.

Thoughts of God sent his mind to
this morning’s service. The
reverend had read them the story
of the ten lepers who had come to
Jesus for healing and had shouted
to him from a distance.

The reverend explained that there
was no cure for leprosy, and
lepers had to live apart from the
community so nobody else could
catch this terrible disease. This
was the law. They usually lived in
groups in a cave and their friends
and relatives would bring food
under the cover of darkness and
leave it in an arranged place for
them to pick up later. They never
saw or spoke to their benefactors
face to face. What a terrible
existence it must have been! They
must have been desperate to
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come out of hiding. And believe it
or not, Jesus did not tell them off
and send them back home. But
this was just like Jesus, always
putting other people before
himself.

Then the reverend went on to
suggest that God was calling the
people of their village to cut
themselves off too. Some of those
in the village had already seen the
effects of the plague on someone
they loved. They had tended them
and tried to help but there had
been no help. They had witnessed
their suffering and seen them
lying cold in death. This was not
something they would wish on
anyone else. When he said this
there was sobbing throughout the
church and Mary and Robbie
clasped their dad’s hands tightly.
The reverend thought they should
isolate themselves for the sake of
the others. The plague had come
to their village and could spread
far and wide, but it might be
possible to stop it. If they made
sure they had plenty of good food
and exercise, went out as little as
possible, and certainly didn’t go to
relatives in Stone Middleton or
other villages, then they could
keep the plague to themselves
and not infect anyone else. There

would be other deaths within the
village, that was inevitable, but
they must remember the sacrifice
of Jesus for the sake of other
people, and he would like to think
they could do the same. He knew
it was a big ask, but he also knew
that with God’s help they could do
it.
Joshua’s mind went back to his
future life. There would be the
washing, cleaning, and preparing
meals. Mary was old enough to
help with small chores, but Robbie
was still at the stage of wanting to
play all the time. Perhaps some
kindly soul in the village would
help them. But how many people
from the village would survive?
“Please God, save my family”, and
with this whispered prayer Joshua
fell asleep and as he slept, he had
a dream.
Joshua was no stranger to
dreams. He often had wonderful
adventures at night and could
remember them afterwards.
Some people suggested that in a
dream you moved into God’s
world, beyond time and space.
Joshua could go along with that
because from listening to Bible
stories he knew that God had
used dreams to take people into
the future and warn them about
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what was going to happen. In
tonight’s dream he went to a very
odd place with large buildings,
roads with hard surfaces and very
few people about. Some of the
buildings must be shops because
they were huge, bigger even than
anything in Bakewell. The few
people he did see were on their
own and dressed in a manner he’d
never seen before. Some of them
were wearing face masks and
when they needed to speak to
someone, they stayed some
distance away, just like the lepers
in the Bible story. Then it dawned
on him. Like himself and his
friends these people must be
experiencing some terrible
disease isolating themselves for
the sake of others. Another odd
thing was the rows of large metal
boxes along the sides of the
roads. Nearly all of them were
empty but a few had people in
them and were rolling along the
centre of the road. They were
moving very fast with no horses to
pull them. How could they do
that? It was a mystery. Who were
these people? And where was he?
In some place on the other side of
the world? Or in another time
where the world had evolved
differently? It was an odd
experience, but it did not last.
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Dawn was coming and he woke
and sat up in bed. He could
remember every detail of the
dream and was sure God was
telling him something. Was it
perhaps that these diseases were
just part of how the world is and
would always be there in some
form or another? Maybe they
were sent to test our faith in God
and to see if we could deny
ourselves for the sake of others.
Yes, that was it. Suddenly he knew
what he must do; he must bring
up the children as best he could
so that their mother would have
been proud of them; he must
keep to the reverend’s rules,
isolate himself as far as possible
and deny himself for the sake of
others. He would hope and pray
that they all survived and while he
prayed for himself and his family,
he would pray too for the peculiar
people in his dream; pray that
they believe in God and knew that
they were his children and he
loved them; pray that they would
ask his help to see them through
their disaster and then leave it in
His hands …… His thoughts were
interrupted by little voices. The
children were stirring. He must
get up, see to breakfast, and rise
to the challenge of his new life.
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to be given to local families.
Shoeboxes were also packed and
dispatched overseas as part of
Operation Christmas Child. Opting
to sign one large Christmas card
rather than send individual
greetings enabled us to give money
to the Snowflake Charity that
provides shelter for the homeless.

Battle
Greetings from Battle and every
blessing to our friends around the
Circuit for 2022.
Looking back on the last few
months of 2021 it was good to see
the return of the Christmas Tree
Festival at St Mary's Church on the
theme of lights, camera, action at
the movies. The tree entered by the
Foodbank – Scrooge, was a
powerful reminder of food poverty
and was voted the winner in the
adult section. Some of our
members volunteer at the Battle
distribution point and in addition to
our regular collection of provisions
to support this work we donated
money and provisions from our
harvest thanksgiving. Mollie Green
spoke movingly about the work of
the Fellowship of Nicholas at a
morning service and received our
gift of new toys and wrapping paper

Scrooge - entered by the
Foodbank, and a worthy winner in
the Christmas Tree Festival
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Churches Together in Battle held
Advent prayers in the Lady Chapel
at St Mary's with a series of
thought-provoking reflections
about Waiting in Joyful Hope.
We are grateful to all who lead
and arrange our worship at the
Emmanuel Centre and on Zoom.
In times of uncertainty at the
beginning of a new year we hold
on to a prayer from our Advent
Liturgy – asking God to give us
courage to hope, and strength to
seek peace, and to fill our spirits
with joy, and our hearts with love
through Jesus Christ.

Mary Collins

Calvert
Since my last report, the Church
Council agreed to restart extra
activities. We have restarted
coffee after the morning service,
Wednesday coffee morning, and
Toddlers and Choir practice. The
numbers attending are not high,
but it has been good to have our
doors more open again. In
October, after a long delay due to
Covid, we were finally able to
officially welcome Darren and
Fiona into the Calvert family.
Darren was baptised and they
were both received into
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membership with Darren giving a
moving testimony. We are also
happy that Steve Wise has
decided to move his worship
leader training up a notch and
train to be a local preacher; he
has been put on note and is busy
helping plan and lead worship
around the circuit.
I must admit that I am finding it
difficult writing this report, with
the numbers of positive results
rising again due to the new Covid
variant, our moving forward and
outward looks in jeopardy.
However, writing this during
Advent reminds me that God sent
his Son in the human form of a
tiny baby into a troubled world all
those years ago, to bring hope,
peace and salvation. He still
comes into our lives today, and
travels with us on our journey as
we move forward into 2022 and
all that it may hold.
Adela Binns
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Christ Church
As you read this,
Christmas will have
passed and we look
forward to the spring
weather as Lent
approaches. Our
celebrations have been enjoyed
by reasonable numbers, bearing
in mind the present limitations.

The Christchurch Singers’
‘Christmas Praise’ was quite well
attended, and, under the baton of
Mr Pat Reigh, the choir sang a
wide variety of songs. As usual
they were accompanied by
Elizabeth Bush on the Clavinova
and the audience joined in many
carols with Gerald Witts on the
organ. This time the chosen
charity was the RNLI, and the
retiring collection raised a
wonderful £864 for that very
worthwhile cause.

April. We will celebrate our 115th
Church Anniversary on Sunday
April 10th (Palm Sunday) when our
morning service will be led by the
Chairman of the District. On the
same day there will be a circuit
service in the evening at a venue
to be decided later.

The ‘Ladies who Lunch’ club
(formerly the Ladies’ Supper Club)
has decided to venture forth with
another Festival of Flowers. This
will be over the Bank Holiday
weekend 30th April & 1st and 2nd
May. Please do book the date and
full details will come out nearer
the time.

Instead of sending cards to local
people there was the opportunity
during Advent to send greetings
via a large Christmas card, and to
make a donation to Action for
Children.

We do appreciate all those who
have helped our worship to
continue through these very
difficult times, and it is hoped that
2022 may be a little easier for us
all.

Now we look ahead for the
coming months with our Annual
Church Meeting planned for 26th

Barry Turnwell

Page 14

DECEMBER 2017

Spotlight

Issue 130

Little Common
After months of surveys and
planning, work has finally started
to make the much-needed repairs
to our church roof. Scaffolding is
up and we are excited to see the
work get under way. Our thanks
go to everyone from around the
circuit who has supported us in
this venture, and, of course, to
John Troughton for his continued
efforts get us this far.
Our resident theatre group –
Bright Lights are back in action
after almost two years! Although
audience numbers still had to be
restricted, they produced another
great performance, and we are
proud to work with them, and
grateful for their input into the life
of our church.

Our Harvest Festival service took
on a different look this year, as
John Troughton led us in
celebration of God’s great
creation on land and at sea. The
Brownies had decorated the
church and joined in on the day.
Our Christmas Fair at the end of
November was well attended by
the local community, and there
was a good busy atmosphere
throughout the morning. Thanks
go to Dave Williams for
masterminding the event, and to
Margaret Rowland and family for
co-hosting to raise funds for
cancer charities.
At the time of writing, we are
looking forward to our Christmas
carol service and celebrations to
remember the birth of Our Lord,
and our prayers go out for a
happy and healthy 2022.
Carolyn Lapping
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Ninfield

but somehow moves along into a
new place:

‘All The Fours’:

In July we had our 150th
Anniversary celebrations outdoors
(80 people came along).

The Christmas holiday was spread
over four days in 2021 and I guess
this set me thinking about the
above. If you dare to glance back
into 2021 you will find that a lot of
us have been vaccinated four
times: Covid 1, 2, ‘flu, & booster!
(Do you feel like a pin cushion?)
We have been helped by many
people … here are four groups:
NHS staff, Care workers, Food
supply staff, Family friends and
neighbours. Our lists will be
endless but well worth our
reflections.
In Ninfield we have participated in
four ‘firsts’. They were all
outdoor celebrations, and these
have been so successful and
‘mirror’ our changing times. We
have discovered that Church no
longer has to fit the ‘old normal’

Our Harvest was celebrated
outside of our Hall and included
the local Scout group parade and
giving of Harvest produce to the
Bexhill Foodbank (35 people
came). We served refreshments
outdoors and followed this with a
traditional service in chapel led by
Tricia.
The village and scouts came
together for a Remembrance
Sunday United service outdoors
on the village green led by the
Reverend Paul Frostick from the
Parish Church. (This time 150
people participated!). Ninfield
Methodist served refreshments
outside our Hall.

Then, most recently, we decided
to celebrate Christmas Eve with a
Christingle service, outdoors
around our Christmas Tree, using
the customary Christingle
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oranges, and ‘sparklers’. It was
lovely and thanks to everyone who
helped including Deacon Jean. (20
people came)! Earlier in December
40 shoeboxes were prepared by
local folk for delivery to Eastern
Europe.
So, we thank everyone who has
helped to make all this possible.
Please continue to remember all
the people who have helped us all
over the last 12 months. Finally, we
hope you will enjoy some photos
taken at these events and we
encourage you to see how many
‘lists’ you too can make up!
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chapel team worked hard and have
been on a high since. He is an
exciting, inspirational and funny
performer. The fact that he and
Sue, his wife, are getting over his
kidney transplant (Sue gave him
one of hers!) is quite incredible.
This was his second concert since
then but more to follow and after
the response from everybody
hopefully we will get him back.

Other exciting news is that the
Archive Resource Centre for Pett,
Fairlight and Guestling is now in
residence in the rear hall at the
church. We managed to finish
decorating it and so it is now smart,
A very Happy 2022 to everyone.
and the ARC group have kitted it
Thanks be to God.
out with suitable furniture and
Paul Burson
equipment. They hope to organise
exhibitions about our local history
for all of us to see, this is something
else to look forward to! The group
Festive greetings to you all from
have also agreed to instal a Wifi
Pett.
connection, which will also be
We were thrilled with our amazing available for use by the church,
October concert held at Pett Village providing new and exciting
Hall, starring Jonathan Veira. JV
additional opportunities for interfilled the room with his wonderful active worship.
Bass Baritone voice (and no mic’)
We now have a drop-off point for
with a variety of songs from ‘Bring
the Rye Foodbank. The Pett W.I has
Him Home’ to ‘What a Wonderful
provided us with a box to collect
World’. Not only was the hall filled
items so please feel free to add
with his voice, but we were at
items when the church is open for
capacity audience. The marvellous
the Post Office, ARC and worship.

Pett

Page 17

The Magazine of the Methodist Church, Hastings, Bexhill & Rye Circuit

Remembrance Sunday: Our service
was beautifully led by Dawn Novis
with Pett Parish folk joining us at
the chapel. During their
investigations, ARC had noticed that
two names were missing from our
war memorial. A local sign-writer
kindly rectified this omission, and
the two men were especially
remembered as we heard their
stories during the service. The
service concluded with a procession
to Pett Parish Church for final
prayers and wreath laying at their
war memorial.

fundraising for Farm Africa.

Sadly, our Christmas coffee morning
on 18th Dec had to be cancelled due
to illness and Covid. We did hold a
Carol Service with our Village voices
choir in the afternoon, and those
who did manage to attend enjoyed
the singing.
Our younger members have been
successfully treading the boards
recently;
Bethany, Zachary and Jessamy were
in the summer production of
‘Matilda’ at the White Rock.
They then took part in the
production of ‘Joseph’ in
Battle along with Iceni.
In November, Jessamy took
part in the Fairlight Players’
‘Wait until Dark’, and
subsequently, Zachary has
performed with his school
choir at Westminster
Abbey. Well done, all of
you!

A final piece of good news
is that Malcolm was
welcomed into membership on
Sunday 21st Nov, we are delighted
to have him join our church family.

Teddy and Oscar seated in the two and nines

Carols in The Barn was held on
Saturday Dec 4th at Pickham Farm.
This was a bit earlier in the month
than usual due to various reasons, Love and prayers to you all!
but it was a great evening of carols,
Wendy Hatch & Laura Busby
donkeys, cattle, mulled wine and
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Rye
Greetings from Rye!
We, the Methodist Society in Rye,
are now settled in our new spiritual
home, the St. Mary’s Centre, thanks
to our Anglican friends, who are
allowing us to rent one of the halls
in their building for worship on a
Sunday morning. We have held
services there since Sunday, 3rd
October and been able to welcome
a number of preachers to lead
worship. On a couple of occasions,
we have been joined by people who
normally attend worship at the
parish church. We have also
welcomed the former rector, Canon
David Frost, who has been kind
enough to lead services of Holy
Communion for us too.
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in particular to the folk who look
after Winchelsea chapel. In addition
to taking some of our church chairs,
they have also taken for their local
exhibition, the two Rye Wesleyan
Sunday School commemorative
chairs, which we were unable to
take with us when we moved, due
to the space we have allocated at
the St. Mary’s Centre. We are
especially grateful for this, as
otherwise these chairs may have
been lost to Methodism. We are
grateful too for the contributions
donated to our church funds, as the
main reason for moving was that
we are no longer in a position to be
able to sustain the building due to
what needs to be spent on it from
the point of view of its upkeep. We
have managed as well to sell the
pipe organ that Clifford Foster put
together, to someone who
repurposes church organs and sells

In parallel to this, we have been
busy dealing with the church
building and keeping
an eye on it. The
process of emptying
the building is now well
under way and, thanks
to friends from around
the circuit, we have
already found new
homes for quite a
proportion of the
contents. I would like
to express our thanks
Taken on the day of the final service
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the parts on to
people who will,
in turn, build
them into other
existing or new
organs and thus
ensure that the
life of the
instrument
continues, albeit
A good crowd in attendance at the final service
in different
locations. This
process of deconstruction or
our readers will know, Rye
dismantling and relocation is
Methodist Church held our final
already underway.
service in the church building on
Sunday, 26th September – a Circuit
On Tuesday, 7th September, a
Service celebration. I should like
Thanksgiving Service was held for
to extend a heartfelt thank you,
Clifford Foster, who passed away
on behalf of us all, to everyone
last October. He gave so much of
who attended this final
his talents and time to the church
celebration in the building.
in Rye and will obviously be
greatly missed.
Please continue to pray for our
Circuit staff and the Leadership
From 10th to 26th September, the
Team, as they seek to find the
Rye Arts Festival took place and
path forward for our Circuit.
Rye Methodist Church became a
Please pray for all those who seek
Festival venue once again and
to do the same in all our Circuit
hosted around a dozen or so
churches.
events, including talks on a wide
variety of topics and some
Please remember that all our
intriguing sounding presentations,
friends from the circuit are always
such as “Rye Spy Day – Spies,
welcome at Rye. In the meantime,
Espionage and Codebreakers” and
take care, stay safe and well and
“Wild Nights Out”.
God bless.
As I am sure that by now many of

Paul Martin.
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wider community. So, we are
hoping now our first Messy back
will be in the February half-term
holidays.

St. Helens
A Happy New Year to you from
everyone at St Helens.
Since the last Spotlight, some
degree of church life normality
has returned.
The Baby and Toddler Group
restarted in September after a
Covid break of 18 months.
Effectively this meant that the
‘mums’ and children were all new,
as most of the previous children
had started school. After a fairly
quiet start we now have a good
number regularly coming. The
setting in the main hall at Ore
Centre is now very colourful and
welcoming and has also
impressed the chair and other
trustees of the Centre, who are
keen to expand its engagement
with the wider community.
JUMP Club also restarted at the
end of September and now meets
on the last Sunday of each month
– three so far. Messy Church was
expected to meet back four times
a year starting on Christmas Eve,
but that sadly was cancelled at
the last moment because of
known Covid cases within family
regulars as well as the fear of
spreading the virus within the

After the jumble sale held earlier
in the year there was a load of
stuff left over and there was a real
will to have a tidy up at the
Centre. So, as we have once
before, we thought we would
have a joint clearance sale. Just
get the stuff out on the tables and
stand well back. It’s £1 to come in
and then just help yourself to
whatever you like – first come
first ‘served’.
Not bad
for a quid

On the day it was tipping down
with rain. Would anyone come?
The door opened 10 minutes early
and the people came flooding in.
Helpers retreated to the stage for
safety and to just stand and

Page 21

The Magazine of the Methodist Church, Hastings, Bexhill & Rye Circuit

watch. One mum came in with
her little boy drenched right
through while waiting to come in,
and he was quickly dried off and
reclothed with stuff in the sale. It
proved to be better than expected
financially too and everyone went
away with a big smile on their
faces. We’ll do that again!
We also had a joint Christmas
Fayre in November rather hastily
arranged with the Centre and Ore
WI, which was a first. The Mayor
of Hastings, James Bacon, officially
opened the event and we were
also supported by a very jolly local
councillor acting as Father
Christmas.
We had a wonderful Harvest
Thanksgiving celebration with
Tricia leading the service, which
was followed by the traditional
faith lunch, entertainment and
the ‘auction’ of perishable harvest
gifts supporting the All We Can
Harvest Appeal. Packet and
tinned gifts were donated to the

Ore Salvation Army Food Bank,
which was very much appreciated.
With some St Helens people still
suffering with a number of
ailments, and the increased
incidences of covid cases locally,
attendances at services have
tended to fluctuate of late, but we
continue to meet and be a witness
in our community and pray that
this may long continue.

Mike Lambourne

St Leonards-on-Sea
Greetings and a happy and
healthier 2022 from SLMC. We
continue to meet weekly with the
wearing of face masks and social
distancing continuing. Coffee after
church is still well supported and
Russell continues recording the
service to be sent out via email.
Seenagers is still meeting regularly
on Tuesdays in the hall allowing
more space for social distancing.
Their programme continues to be

Anybody who's busy pulling on the oars hasn't got time to rock

the boat
You are not too bad to come into church and you are not too

good to stay out
We may choose to ignore the facts, but that doesn’t change them
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varied and a Boccia set has
recently been purchased. A Fish
and Chip lunch was recently
enjoyed, also an afternoon of
Carol Singing. Their coffee
morning for MacMillan Cancer
Support in October raised £400.
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be able to go ahead with
Christingle, Midnight Communion
and Christmas Day service which
all had to be cancelled in 2020 at
short notice.
Dawn Novis.

Trinity

The Toddler Group reopened on
7th September and is very well
attended. Thursday Fellowship,
which transferred from
Hollington, held its final meeting
on 4th November. (See separate
report).

Greetings from Trinity! We at
Trinity, in love and prayer, send all
our Circuit friends good wishes for
a brighter and better New Year.

We had a wonderful Harvest
service led by Rev. Cynthia Park
with a series of sketches based on
A Christmas Carol. Gifts went to
the Food Bank and Dom’s Food
Mission. Cynthia was with us
again for our Gift service, which
also celebrated Holy Communion.
This was sung, something we
had not experienced for
many years. Toys went to the
Fellowship of St Nicholas and
toiletries and other gifts to
the Salvation Army.

During Advent, Trinity began
raising money to support our two
Christmas charities, Unicef and
Seaview. Our Carol service
offerings raised this total to
almost £400. It’s good to support
both a local organisation, and an
international one, both of whom
do amazing work.

Our Adult “Coronativity”
service and Christmas Tea
and Carols were all well
supported.
We hope there will be no
further restrictions so we will

The delightful Nativity scene at Trinity
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At the darkest time of the year,
we once again were able to
celebrate, together in person, the
coming of the Light into the
world. Our carol service for 2020
was sadly cancelled. 2021 saw
our ‘Carols by Candlelight’ service
on the afternoon of 19 December;
devised and led by Tricia
(Williams); it was a time of deep
joy for us all. Once more, we
were able to ‘lift up our voices as
well as our hearts in praise.’ This
occasion, followed by a shared
tea, was carefully planned with
social distancing, as a way of
showing love and respect to each
other.
It was good to see some old
friends there, and also family of
the manager of the Outreach Post
Office held in our hall on Tuesday
afternoons; this has been
welcomed by many in the
community, especially as we
approached Christmas! Twice
each month the craft group
(Knitters and Natters being joined
by painters, and crocheters), took
place at the same time, when tea
and coffee were available and
offered to all. Open Door has
been held on Wednesdays each
month, though with several
previous regulars choosing to wait

until 2022 before returning.
Looking back, we were delighted
to share our Harvest Celebration
with the primary school next
door, by giving them the
traditional Harvest Loaf; this was
greeted in a school assembly with
many ooohs and aaahs. It’s good,
too, to learn that several classes
have used the church grounds
again this term.

When 2022 comes round, we will
once more see the early
snowdrops, as the grounds
become alive again. So too may
our fellowship continue to
increase in number, and grow in
‘love, joy, peace and hope.’
Drina Hampson
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Winchelsea
Our Christmas celebration
was a really happy
occasion. We were able to
sit in comfort as the chairs
from our Rye church had
been given to the Chapel.
We were able to distribute
the old chairs to various
homes, so they are still in
use!
So, sitting in comfort in the
Winchelsea chapel, we were able
to enjoy carols and readings led
by Rev Philip Wagstaff. It was
good to have Stephen and Angela
to play for the singing. A
collection was taken for ‘All We
Can’ and an excellent total of
£110 was raised.

The Management Committee will
meet on 18th January in the
Chapel when plans will be made
for future events. Starting from
February, David, Terry and
Stephen will meet on the first

Saturday morning each month in
the Chapel to improve the
displays of memorabilia, and to
make an inventory of all the
various items. If you are in the
town on any of those dates do
feel free to pop in.
The support that we receive for
this Methodist Heritage site, that
dates from 1785, is most welcome
and details will be sent to all our
churches telling of the events that
are planned.
Barry Turnwell (Publicity Officer.)

Some Special Days in January
2 January: International Stop Spam Day
4 January: World Braille Day
5 January – 22 February: RSPB's Big Schools' Birdwatch
6 January: The Epiphany
9 January: The Baptism of Jesus
18 January: Winnie the Pooh Day
25 January: Burns Night
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Over the past two years one verse
has become somewhat of a theme
verse for us.
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now
it springs up, do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the
wasteland.” Isaiah 43:19

both men and women to join in
their own right and on the same
basis. We also have a new
emblem showing an open Bible
rather than a closed jar, to better
reflect the work we undertake –
placing and presenting the
precious Word of God.
Our commitment to share God’s
Word far and wide remains the
same, but we felt it was important
to give every Christian – men and
women alike – an equal
opportunity to respond.

When God gives you a verse, you
cannot ignore it. So, after much
soul searching, we feel God is
calling us to a new season under
the name of GOOD NEWS for
Everyone!
However, it’s much more than a
change of name or logo. It’s a
fresh call for Christians to respond
to Jesus’s words in Mark 16.15
“Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation.”

Over the past 70 years by God’s
grace, our forefathers have built a
wonderful foundation on which
we continue to grow. It’s a legacy
we are proud of, but it’s vital that
we adapt in line with God’s
prompting.

Formerly known as ‘Gideons UK’
we have made several significant
changes in our Association, most
importantly opening our work for

As it says in Ecclesiastes 3:3
“There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity
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under the heavens.” With the
establishment of GOOD NEWS for
Everyone – we can officially start a new,
exciting chapter in our story.
We hope you share our excitement for

Issue 130

this important step. People are seeking
the Lord and together we can help
them to find Him, and His “peacewhich transcends all understanding”
Philippians 4:7
Barbara Butcher

SLMC Thursday Fellowship
The End of an Era
Thursday Fellowship held their final
meeting on Thursday, 4th November
following a decision made at the
AGM in September.
The meeting started in Hollington on
11th November 1926 after a group of
ladies felt the church should provide
a daytime meeting for those who
were moving into the many council
houses being built in the area.
The meeting flourished and met
regularly, even during the war, just
taking a few weeks’ break over
Christmas and in the school summer
holidays. In 1947 a daffodil rally was
introduced, and this also met every
year until 2019. 2020 had to be
cancelled due to Coronavirus lock
down and nothing was planned for
2021 for the same reason. The
‘current’ membership was joined by
a few past members, families of
former members and some of the
speakers who had joined us regularly
for many years.
We opened by singing ‘Lord for the
years’ then remembered two

members who had passed away in
January 2021, reading Psalm 23, a
favourite of Sylvia Miller, from a
bible given to Joan Kemp as a Sunday
School prize and bequeathed by her
to Dawn.
Stephen Page, great grandson of one
of the founder members, played for
us, and entertained us with a couple
of pieces during the proceedings.
Peggy Heim had sent a message of
greeting, as had Jude Harrison, one
of our speakers who was unable to
attend, and these were read out.
Remembrances were given by Pearl
Page, David Lambourne and
Rosemary Foster on behalf of their
mothers and grandmothers and two
of our former speakers gave updates
on Hastings, Sierra Leone and Good
News for Everyone, formerly Gideons
International (see item elsewhere).
The meeting concluded with singing
‘The day thou gavest’, a blessing
written by Brenda Wallis, and of
course tea and cakes.
Dawn Novis.
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After twelve years or so supporting
homeless people, I find that they
are still seen, at best, as secondclass citizens, at worst, a threat.
Really? Think about what risks they
really pose. There is a sad lack of
education around the plight of the
homeless.

Hello out there, my name is Steve
Wise, I am a member of Calvert, a
worship leader, and-currently “on
note”. And I really have a note.
Thanks Philip.
We all talk about the Christian way
of life, but could we really have
followed Jesus at the time? He was
a rebel and mixed with everyone.
Which leads me on to a subject, or
subjects, close to my heart.
We sing “All are welcome”, but are
they? Or is there a proviso, all are
welcome as long as they are like us?
This question was highlighted by
Kate Strange on Day 5 of the
Methodist prayer handbook
2021/2022.

“Dregs of society, Vermin, Junkie,
Drunk”: these are common
perceptions of the homeless. The
fact is that they probably have more
than one of these sorry addictions,
BUT THEY ARE PEOPLE JUST LIKE
US! I have often been challenged
when speaking to a homeless
person.
I recently suggested that we should
talk to the homeless and suggested
that a smile often says more than
words. I also suggested that we
should phone someone who may be
lonely and perhaps help an elderly
person in the supermarket. The last
two were not questioned, only the
first. Needless to say, I was less
than happy about that.
Homelessness can happen to
anyone, it’s not a career choice.
Some of the stories I have heard
over the years are heart-breaking.
Ordinary people caught in the

Note - Header image and quotation taken from the cover of a book by Abraham Inetianbor,
published by Christian Faith Publishing, and available through Amazon and elsewhere.
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poverty trap. Women have a better
chance of help, whilst single men
have little or no chance of
assistance and you wonder why
they drink and take drugs. “Numbs
the pain dun it” I was told.

The average life expectancy of a
homeless person is forty-seven for
men and fifty-two for women.
There are many examples of
homelessness in and around
Hastings. However, this is not just
an English problem, it is world-wide.
We tend to look at things from our
own perspective and can only see
our personal microcosm. The bigger
picture may be too disturbing for
some. As Christians we try to follow
in Jesus’ footsteps, and we still
encounter what Jesus encountered
over two thousand years ago.
Have a look at your New Testament
and see who Jesus associated with.
It wasn’t people like us with
property, warmth and wealth. He
mixed with the unclean and
despised of society. Tax collectors,
prostitutes, thieves, drunkards,
lepers. He even knew about Judas
but welcomed him to his inner
circle.
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true. The sad thing is we could do
so much for the whole of society if
we went out from our safe buildings
and into the towns and cities. Our
church belongs outside of any
building or any book. Those are
places to top up with the word and
the spirit of God, not to be the be
all and end all. Our lives are short,
and we can do very little to help,
but we should really do what we
can. In time, all the buildings will
decay, as will we all. We can only
leave our words, thoughts and
deeds for others to carry onwards,
as Wesley did. He was instrumental
in questioning the ethics of the
slave trade which we are still doing
today. Sadly, the trade in human
beings is only second to the illegal
drugs trade. Again, the most
vulnerable in society are used,
abused, and often vilified as
“useless scum” who let themselves
get into a mess.

Jesus said “love one another” not
“love one another on condition
that……….” Love is without terms
and conditions, or boundaries. The
recent developments in human
thinking and acceptance, including
gay marriage is a first step. Many
There are many who still think we
people still see this as unthinkable.
have a class system in this country. But “love one another” is the
Look around you and tell me it’s not message, not “not love with social
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prohibitions.” People are people
and love between humans is
natural, hence “Love one
another”.
There is also the misconception
that there are some “hopeless
cases” in our world. God’s grace
says that’s not true. Imagine the
devastating aftermath of
Hiroshima, the destruction and
total shock. What could possibly
survive, and yet out of the rubble
a single cornflower grew and
multiplied. After the destruction
of a forest fire, nature revives
itself. Green shoots of young
plants and trees will appear. All
people regardless of any outside
influence are God’s children and
as such can be saved. As
Christians we must try to help
achieve that in any way we can.
Outward appearances can be
misleading. Do you
trust the financier in his
designer suit? He may
be a fraudster. The
policeman? The
doctor? The nurse? All
from these professions
have caused harm, but
they should be
trustworthy. On the
other hand, the down
and out sitting on the

street dirty and dishevelled is
avoided. Is this the Christian Way?
A Samaritan showed compassion,
Jesus showed love, forgiveness,
and redemption. It’s not difficult,
“Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, mind and soul. Love
one another as I have loved you”.
In this world of strife and conflict
we need one another more than
ever before.
The only justification we have for
looking down on someone is
when we are helping them up.
Anyone who would like to take
these ideas further please contact
me. As I see it, our mission is to
take the Word into the
community and perhaps giving
some comfort to those less
fortunate than ourselves.

Every blessing, Steve

He that hath pity
on the poor
lendeth unto the
Lord; and that
which he hath
given will he
pay him again.
Proverbs 19:17
KJV
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And the King shall
answer and say unto
them, Verily I say
unto you, inasmuch
as ye have done it
unto one of the least
of these my
brethren, ye have
done it to me.
Matthew 25: 40-45
KJV
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LIFE STORIES - dick foster
Richard Thurston Foster, known to
us all as Dick, was born in
Worcester, but grew up in Iden,
near Rye; so I think we can call him
a man of East Sussex.
Family always mattered a lot to
him, and he had many friends and
colleagues from all walks of life. He
served his country as an officer in
the army during the war, and he
both saw and suffered severe
injuries in France. However, he
received several awards, and he
was particularly delighted and
proud to receive the Legion
d’Honneur just a few years ago for
his part in the Normandy landings.

anthologies of his own writings.
He grew up in the Congregational
Church and from a young age put
God first in his life. Then, as a young
man, he ventured to visit a youth
club at Norman Road Methodist
Church. He loved to tell the story of
his extreme nervousness when he
arrived, his wavering over whether
he should enter the building or not,
but how eventually he plucked up

In civilian life he worked in banking,
first in Martins Bank and then in
Barclays (following their take-over
of Martins), and he was renowned
for being courteous towards others
and helpful to colleagues.

He travelled much and had a
particular interest in buildings and
architecture. When we were
planning the Emmanuel Centre, he
made some drawings of how he
imagined the new church might be!
Another keen interest was in
poetry, and he produced
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enough courage to go in – and it
was there that he met Anne, fell in
love at first sight, and later married
her! He was a faithful husband, a
loving father to Caroline and
Malcolm, a grandfather, and
recently he became a greatgrandfather.

Road, but when that church closed,
he and Anne transferred their
membership to Battle.

We are grateful for his patience and
endurance, for his clear mind and
wonderful memory, for his
generosity and for all he gave of
himself. We pray for Anne,
He contributed much to the Church, Caroline, and Malcolm and for all
participating in Christian fellowship the family who will miss him.
and serving as treasurer at Norman
David Freeland

LIFE STORIES - Les goman
Les was born 18th January 1922 in
London and grew up in Battersea.
In 1938, aged 16, he left school to
join the private bank Coutts as a
junior.

Commercial Airline in the World.
Upon returning to the UK, he flew
Wellingtons on various bombing
missions throughout 1942/43.

On 7th November 1942, aged 20, he
married Ella and booked a room in
a hotel near the Base. However,
when they arrived there at about 1
o’clock in the morning, there was a
message to report to Base. This
resulted in him going to Portreath
in Cornwall to fly a specially
adapted Wellington Bomber to
There followed several weeks at
Ismalia on the Suez Canal via
Aberystwyth University and then to Gibraltar and Cairo. The aircraft was
Miami where he was selected for
fitted with a 48-foot diameter
training with Pan American Airways electromagnetic ring under the
- at that time the leading
fuselage and wings to clear ports
The following year WW2
commenced and, unbeknown to his
parents, on his 18th birthday he
went along to the Air Ministry and
volunteered for Aircrew. Following
a very intensive interview in front
of a Selection Board he was
accepted as a Pilot/Observer.
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playing bowls at the local Egerton
Park Indoor Club until the ripe old
age of 96.

Shortly after arriving in Egypt, he
celebrated his 21st birthday in a tent Les was a very active member at
in the desert and later joined 38
Little Common Methodist Church
Squadron in Bengazi in Libya.
serving, amongst other things, as a
Steward and Treasurer.
On 7th December 1943 he was
injured whilst bombing the harbour One humorous story told by Les on
at Athens and lost the sight of his
many occasions was when during
right eye. In 1946, following a
the late 70’s early 80’s there was a
posting on the Suez Canal, he
lot of press about a lady called
returned to England and to Ella,
Cynthia Payne who ran a “house of
who he hadn’t seen for 4 years
ill repute” for ten years before
since their wedding day. Les and
being caught by police, arrested,
Ella went on to have three children and sentenced to 18 months in
- Malcolm, Angela and Hilary and
prison. Around that time Revd.
had the joy of eight grandchildren
Cynthia Park took up her very first
and thirteen great grandchildren.
appointment as Minister of Little
Common Methodist Church and at
Upon returning to Civvy Street he
her first service Les, who was Senior
went into the insurance business
Steward at the time, gave “a very
during which time he served on
warm welcome to our new Minister
several National Broking
the Reverend Cynthia Payne “. The
Associations. He set up his own
Church apparently erupted in
broking company in 1957 in
laughter. And even today Revd
Chancery Lane in London and,
Cynthia refers to it as 'one of life’s
following several mergers, retired in
great Les Goman stories'!
1987 when he and Ella moved to
Little Common. Sadly, Ella died a
Les spent his final few years at Bay
few weeks after the move.
House Care Home in Bexhill and
died a few months shy of his 100th
However, Les kept busy, joining the
birthday. He still attended Church
Bexhill Past Rotarians Club having
up until Covid hit and is greatly
previously served in the Deptford
missed. He was one of Life’s
Rotary Club in 1976 and been
Characters. RIP Les.
President in 1986. He also enjoyed
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Celebrity Christian Quotes
Sylvester Stallone: You
need to have the guidance
of someone else. You
cannot train yourself. I feel
the same way about
Christianity and what the
church is: The church is the
gym of the soul.

Jim Caviezel: Jesus is
there for us in the
scriptures. How often do we
ignore Him? We must
shake off this indifference.

Mark Wahlberg: The first
thing I do when I start my
day is, I get down on my
Bono: When you align
hands and knees and give
yourself with God’s purpose thanks to God.
as described in the
Marcus Rashford: For me
Scriptures, something
and my family, that’s
special happens to your life. definitely the case. If you
Justin Bieber: The
success I’ve achieved
comes to me from God.
Denzel Washington:
Number one: Put God first.
Put God first in everything
you do. Everything that you
think you see in me,
everything that I’ve
accomplished, everything
that you think I have – and I
have a few things.
Everything that I have is by
the grace of God.

could see our lives 15-20
years ago to where we are
now, it’s impossible not to
have faith in God and all he
does for us.
Boris Johnson:
Christianity is a superb
ethical system, and I would
count myself as a kind of
very, very bad Christian. No
disrespect to any other
religions, but Christianity
makes a lot of sense to me.
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CENTENARY HOUSE
For obvious reasons life has been a little quiet at our Church and
Community Centre, although the circuit administrator, Helen Mitchell,
continues to work from the office. However, several groups do meet
each week and it is pleasing that the NHS Chaplaincy team are to hold
their monthly meetings in the House. In
some ways this is helpful as the Bexhill
Hospital and the Irvine Unit are both only
around a hundred metres from the
House.
The House remains in quite good
condition, and it was pleasing that we
were recently able to make a donation to
the circuit funds of £3,000 – a figure that
has been given for several years.
If any church or group would like to make
use of the facilities do let me know and
we would be pleased to help.
Barry Turnwell (Bookings Officer)

Please note - the next issue of Spotlight is due to be
published on 17 April 2022
Contributions for inclusion in this issue must be received
by 20 March 2022
Where possible, please send articles to the Editor,
Keith Miller by e-mail at contact@pettchapel.org.uk
Handwritten or typed items should be posted to
Pearl Page, 226 Battle Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea, TN37 7BA
And don’t forget to send us your pictures.
We will always try to include a selection if they will reproduce satisfactorily.
Spotlight is printed and collated by

Hastings Voluntary Action
01424 444010

And finally ...
CIRCUIT

The Circuit Lunch Club
recommenced in
September following a
long Covid break, with
the AGM, which would
normally be held in
May, following our
lunch. Our October
speaker was
Councillor Nigel
Sinden, a former
Mayor of Hastings
who spoke about
Hastings, Sierra Leone.
Philip, our superintendent minister,

gave us an insight into his life and
ministry prior to arriving in Hastings
at our November meeting and our
Christmas lunch concluded with
some carol singing and festive
music provided by Stephen Page.

Our next meeting is
26th January when we
will catch up with each
other post-Christmas
and in February will
learn more about the
change of name of the
UK Gideons
Movement (see
separate report).
We would love to
have more friends
join us. Please contact
me, or Pearl Page for
further information.
Dawn Novis.

