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Our Circuit Statement 
 

Our mission is to enjoy and spread 
the good news of the love of God 

as seen in Jesus Christ. 

“Nothing is permanent, but 
change.” These wise words are 
attributed to Heraclitus of 
Ephasus, who lived 500 years 
before Christ. Were he alive 
today, I suspect that his head 
would be spinning with the pace 
of change that affects so many 
aspects of our lives. 
In some ways, we must be 
grateful for this phenomenon. 
The speed at which scientists 
have worked and collaborated 
in the search for an antidote to 
Coronavirus has been quite 
astounding. Who knows? By the 
time that you read this, the first 
stage of a massive immunisation 
programme might already be 
underway. 
In our personal lives, the events 
of this year have compelled us 
to adapt to change in so many 
ways … social distancing, 
restrictions on travel, home 
working, face coverings, anti-
bacterial sprays at every 
doorway and, for us, the need 
to find new ways to “be church”, 
in worship, in fellowship and in 
service. 

In the April issue of Spotlight, 
we reported on the “new” 
online services compiled and 
broadcast by James Clephane-
Cameron and his team of 
helpers. Two issues later, and 
we look back fondly as James 
shares his memories of that 
time, and we explore the next 
steps in online worship, and 
consider how we can best use 
technology, even beyond the 
current set of restrictions. 
We hear heartening stories of 
how you are all coping in these 
uncertain times and, as we 
enter the season of Advent, 
however we intend to mark it 
this year, we take comfort in 
one important certainty … that 
God came to us in human form, 
he understands intimately the 
human condition, and he will be 
right here with us in the midst of 
every trial that we have to face. 

Happy 

Christmas 

Keith 

Cover Picture 
 

Glorious autumn colours in 
Sheffield Park Gardens 
Picture by Alan Hurrell 
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As I write this, we have just begun 
a second lockdown which has 
brought with it new restrictions in 
many areas of our lives including 
the closure of churches for public 
worship. While Churches can 
open for private prayer, how we 
offer corporate worship has 
changed and will continue to 
change over the next weeks and 
months.   Conversations are going 
on locally and across the 
connexion as to how we can offer 
acts of worship using the internet, 
on paper and over the phone so 
as to keep each other connected.  

As a circuit we were able to offer 
times of worship during the last 
lockdown and we will continue to 

do so during this lockdown as 
well.  Such times of worship are 
important, and we will work 
together in order to sustain our 
worship and fellowship.  Thanks 
to our friends at Calvert Church 
we are able to offer a time of 
worship for the Circuit and we will 
make available the ‘Worship at 
Home’ sheets for those who want 
them – please let Tricia or I know 
if you or anyone you know in (or 
outside of) your church would 
appreciate receiving a copy each 
week.  

One area of our worship life that 
is exercising the Faith and Order 
committee within the Methodist 
Church is how we might share 

Online worship … some habits are hard to break 

Here we go again 
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Holy Communion.  At the last 
conference, the committee were 
tasked with giving advice on how 
we might proceed, and the 
committee are still deliberating.   
While this is the case, we are not 
able to share Communion over 
the internet. There are many 
people across the connexion who 
are looking for a resolution to this 
(including many in this circuit) but 
we are not there yet.  I remember 
that we had a similar conversation 
around communion being shared 
over Television in the 1980’s 
which also led to a similar 
conversation within the Church! 
As soon as we hear anything from 
the Methodist Church nationally, 
we’ll let you know.  

One of the marks of the last 
lockdown was the way that 
people supported each other 
within their communities. While 

this lockdown should be shorter it 
is still important that we as a 
Church are able to support people 
in the community around us.  
Thank you for all that you are 
doing, as individuals and as a 
church to look out for each other. 
I know that one way of offering 
support is by phone and many 
people are engaged in that, other 
people are supporting each other 
in different ways. If you feel that 
anyone would value a phone call 
from Tricia or myself, please let us 
know. 

Again, I would like to thank you 
for your welcome.  One day we 
will all be able to meet up but 
until then we will continue to 
‘watch over one another in love’. 

Every blessing 

Philip 

LIFE IS AMAZING 
And then it’s awful. And then it’s amazing again.  

And in between the amazing and awful it’s ordinary and 
mundane and routine.  

Breath in the amazing, hold on through the awful, and 
relax and exhale during the ordinary. That’s just living 
heart-breaking, soul-healing, amazing, awful, ordinary 

life. And it’s breathtakingly beautiful. 
L.R. Knost 
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Bexhill Memories 
This article is contributed by Brian 
Feasey, father of Revd. Tricia 
Williams who enjoys reading 
Spotlight.  

The year was 1939 and as an 8-
year-old I was evacuated with 
mother and two sisters to 
Sedlescombe.  As my mother was 
a school helper we were billeted 
in a pair of cottages on the then 
main road to Hastings. My mother 
had supervision of some boys in 
the adjoining cottage. The toilet 
was at the bottom of the garden.  
There was no mains water, and it 
was our daily task to pump water 
into the house tanks. 

After three weeks my father 
rented a house in BexhiIl for our 
family, 7 St James’ Avenue, not far 
from Christchurch.  Father 
commuted daily by train from 
Sidley Station to Wandsworth. We 
could wave to him on the 
platform from the back garden.  
Schooling was mornings indoors 
in the King Offa school building  

 

 

and in the afternoon on the local 
field or various halls such as the 
WI centre or a church on London 
Road (now an Indian restaurant).  

Summer of 1940 and fall of 
France. We were evacuated to 
Wales for about three weeks then 
my father moved us back to our 
house in Catford, London where 
he had created an indoor shelter 
within our lounge. I remember 
being in the garden and looking at 
the vapour trails from the planes 
passing overhead.  Fortunately, 
our house suffered only minor 
damage during air raids.  In 1942,  
I joined the Boys’ Brigade at 
Catford Baptist Church going to 
and from the weekly meetings by 
torchlight during the blackouts.   

In 1958 my wife and our young 
daughter, Tricia, enjoyed a holiday 
in Hastings staying at a guest 
house overlooking the cricket 
ground (now the site of the Priory 
Meadow shopping centre).  

As this edition of Spotlight is compiled, we have just observed 
Remembrance Day in a way which seemed very strange to us all. So it 
seems appropriate to include in this issue some more memories of life 
during WW2 and after. Many thanks to Brian and to Lilian for taking the 
trouble to share their stories with us. 
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I remember riding up in the 
East Hill lift and pushing Tricia 
in her pushchair as we walked 
towards Fairlight.  

My next encounter with Bexhill 
was in 1960. I was a junior 
officer in the BB and the 
company camped at Little 
Common.  Halfway through the 
week it rained so much that 
the camp had to evacuate to 
Sackville Road church, and I 
recall sleeping on the floor in 
the Parkhurst Hall. 

On to the 1990’s and our family 
was living in Seaford and 
worshipping at Chyngton 
Methodist Church and very 
involved with the 1st Seaford 
BB company.  Dave Williams 
was appointed Captain and the 
two Williams boys were in the 
company which was part of the 
East Sussex Battalion. I served for 
a time as Battalion treasurer and 
this involved meetings with BB 
officers from the Hastings area.  
There was young officer at St 
Helen’s who christened me 
‘Grandad’ – thanks Mike 
Lambourne.  Through the various 
BB events and meetings, we also 
got to know Ken and Barbara 
Hampton and others in the 
company that met at Park Road.  

Time passes and BB companies in 
the area downsized and sadly 
many have now closed.  My 
daughter, Tricia, had become a 
Methodist Minister and in 2015 
was appointed to the Hastings, 
Bexhill and Rye Circuit. I recall her 
welcome service at Christchurch 
and being greeted by several 
members of the BB brotherhood.  
It is 80 years since that evacuation 
to Bexhill. How time flies. 

Brian Feasey.    
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Hertogenbosch 
Liberation remembered 

October 1994, and our brother 
was off with his pals and a Welsh 
contingent to Hertogenbosch, in 
Holland, to commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of the Liberation 
of the town on 27th October 1944. 
It was decided to book more 
coaches and hotel spaces for 
friends providing they paid all 
expenses. The veterans went free. 
The Welsh decided to take their 
cadet force and a Welsh choir in 
national dress. Three sisters and 
one husband went with my 
brother.  

We had a wonderful time, fun and 
memorial times in the various 
concert halls and war cemeteries. 
The Dutch were wonderful – all 
shop windows were decorated 
with “Thank you Liberators”, and 
the finale of the fireworks 
display blazoned it across the 
sky. We were due to travel 
home early Sunday afternoon 
and the Beers Villages made 
contact for us to visit them 
for a few hours. We had a 
lovely spread in one village 
hall.  

Before the British got to 
liberate the villages, the 

Germans in occupation were 
trying to help a pregnant lady who 
was very ill. As they had no 
doctor, they contacted the 
Dragoon Guards (don’t ask me 
how) and my brother’s regiment 
sent their doctor through the 
lines. He saved the mother, but 
the baby was stillborn. The driver 
of the armoured vehicle had to 
wait and all he could see was 
German soldiers in trenches with 
their guns at the ready, so he gave 
them all a cigarette from the stock 
in his car. He also took the lady to 
a British military hospital way 
behind the British lines. I 
understood the war started again 
till they had liberated the villages.  

We met the lady at tea, she had 
two grown up daughters and they 
were all making a fuss of Archie 
who had got the Doctor to her.  

Lillian O’Connor 

St John’s Basilica, Hertogenbosch 
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When the storm is blowing in your face 
And the whole world is on your case 

Then you need to know God’s saving grace 

So rest in Jesus’ love 

 

There is no need for you to wait or doubt 

That’s what Covenant is all about 

The darkest night you’ll never be without 

The comfort of His love 

 

Don’t you understand He died for you? 

All His good promises are true 

His arms outstretched for Gentile and for Jew 

You’ll find He’s always there for you 

 

Look ahead, let His word comfort you 

Ask for wisdom and a heavenly view 

He will not waste what you’ve been going through 

He’ll hold you in His love 

 

Don’t you understand He died for you? 

All His good promises are true 

His arms outstretched for Gentile and for Jew 

You’ll find He’s always there for you 

 

Feelings are like clouds, they come and go 

Plant a seed of faith and let it grow 

Let His light show you the way to go 

And you will feel his love. 

 

 Valerie  Watkins 

Bob Dylan converted from Judaism to Christianity in 1970. His song 
“Make you feel my love” has been covered by many artists, 
including Adele in 2008 and, more recently, the Military Wives 
Choir.  Now, Valerie Watkins (Trinity) has adapted it to speak 
specifically of the love of Jesus, available to you and me, right now. 
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What has the experience of 
compiling these services been like 
for you? 

It’s been a very strange journey 
filled with a lot of fast learning. 
When we started, we had no real 
resources to speak of and were 
scrambling round for whatever 
devices we could record on and 
keen observers have probably 
noticed that the first few services 
were compiled on demo software! 

Over the months though we have 
managed to get into the groove 
with a proper recording rig and 
publishing system. The key focus 
throughout has been on 
accessibility and inclusivity. There 
are many projects going on to try 
to help people stay connected but 
there are always people who only 
have older technology, slower 
internet connections or – heaven 
forfend - no internet at all! The 

At the start of the 
lockdown, it became clear 
very quickly that worship, 
as we know it, would be 
impossible for a while. 
Recognising the 
importance of providing 
some means for the circuit 
to remain united in 
worship and mission, James Clephane-Cameron, ably assisted by John 
Troughton and others, set about creating a weekly recorded service to be 
transmitted or distributed to members throughout the circuit.  

This new service had been running for about three months when I asked 
James to give a behind-the-scenes view of the operation.  

ONLINE WORSHIP 
Responding to change 
in a fast-changing 
world. 
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portals we constructed and the 
format of the online worship we 
have been sharing on them has 
had to be available to everyone. 
Simple, quick to load, nothing 
flashy. And for those that haven’t 
had any means to connect to 
them at all, we have been sending 
out copies of the worship on CD. 
It’s been incredibly fulfilling 
though, and I honestly think that I 
have spent more time speaking 
with people around the circuit in 
lockdown than I did in ordinary 
circumstances! 

What unseen challenges had to 
be overcome? 

We struggled for the first few 
weeks trying to set people up to 
record their contributions and 
share them with me for 
compilation. We tried FTP, 
DropBox, TeamViewer, all sorts of 
things to try and get people 
connected but it turns out that 
East Sussex is actually TERRIBLE 
for file sharing as the majority of 
the phone network here is quite 
ancient. In the end, slightly out of 
desperation the first time, I tried 
recording the person I was helping 
out over the phone line and lo 
and behold it was crystal clear and 
so much easier than anything else 
we tried! And so that’s where we 

ended up. Each Thursday/Friday it 
has become something of a Radio 
Station in my home office with 
listeners ringing in to go out on 
the air! 

What feedback have you had? 

We’ve had a lot of feedback 
throughout. A lot of it early on 
was “constructive” …. The music 
we used to begin with was all 
MIDI recordings from a public 
domain archive and so sounded 
quite “tinny” (as one commenter 
put it), from that we received sign
-off from Circuit to buy in some 
recordings of choral and worship 
songs. Likewise, we had requests 
early on to start including hymn 
lyrics and reflective imagery … 
which we did, and the services 
really started to take shape! But 
the loveliest feedback we’ve had 
by far has been from a few people 
that have contacted us to say how 
happy they were. They explained 
that they had been unable to 
attend church for health reasons 
for some time and now that the 
worship had gone online (or was 
coming through their letterbox on 
CD) it was as if they were back at 
church again, hearing the voices 
they knew talking about the 
people they knew in the places 
they knew. Hearing that was 
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… no, actually somewhere near Silverhill, Pen Wilcock and her family were 
exploring a different approach. 

The Campfire Church on Facebook 
As soon as we went into lockdown,  realising that people could be feeling 
lost, isolated and in need of support, it seemed important to replicate as 
closely as possible the experience of church they were used to — 
something that felt comforting familiar. 

Here are the characteristics I wanted to include: 

A church is part of a neighbourhood. 

Pastoral support, fellowship and friendship, beyond the Sunday service, 
are of immense importance.   

Good liturgy is participatory, not just a spectator sport. 

probably the most fulfilling 
experience of the whole endeavour 
and we are considering continuing 
this worship even after “normal” 
church services resume. 

Are there any amusing anecdotes 
that you can share? 

Probably the most amusing 
experience for me has been that at 
the beginning of every recording I 
say to each contributor “in your 

head count down from 20 and 
when you get to 0 just start” (that 
gives me time to switch them over 
and start the recording) …. Even 
though every time I say “in your 
head” about half of the time my 
recording begins with a lovely 
outtake of “twenty …. nineteen … 
eighteen … seventeen …" 

James  CC 

Meanwhile, in a galaxy 
far away ... 
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There may be a number of ways 
to replicate these characteristics 
in an online setting, but I thought 
Facebook would particularly lend 
itself to meeting these objectives. 

On Facebook, a person “posts” 
something — some thoughts, or a 
picture or a link to an article or 
video, and below the post is a 
comments section where those 
who have seen it can add their 
views. We built on this simple 
system in structuring our worship. 

In our services, we move through 
a series of numbered posts, each 
having a comments section 
allowing participation by anyone 
who is there.  

So, for example, when we come 
to a hymn, the post will be a link 
to a video on YouTube. The words 
are always provided, because it is 
important that those participating 
can sing along in their own 
homes. And they do. Those who 
worship with us who have little 
children at home sometimes 
remark how much the children 
are enjoying singing along. 

Prayers are given in text format  
and in the comments section 
people can just type “Amen”, or 
they can type in any phrase that 
speaks particularly to their heart 
that day. 

The posts all include either a 
picture or a video, to make sure 
the worship is a sensory 
experience, not just cerebral. 

The reading, and the sermon, are 
given as pre-recorded videos. 

Intercessions are usually a time of 
open prayer, so people can bring 
into the worship whatever 
concerns are on their hearts. 

As it is possible for others to reply 
to any comment made, it is in 
effect possible for the “people in 
the pews” to speak to one 

In church, people sit with their friends — they don’t just sit as isolated 
individuals listening, singing, and saying “Amen”. They exchange remarks 
with those sitting next to them and chat to their friends. 

Shy people like to be able to just observe for a while before plunging in. 

Coffee and a chat at the end is important. 
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another as well as to respond to 
the leader — just like in normal 
church.  

And then of course, there is the 
neighbourhood dimension. 
Because Facebook is a community 
where you can make friends, it is 
possible for the Campfire Church 
leaders to become Facebook 
Friends with the members; and 
this allows interaction, 
affirmation, support and exchange 
through the week. It enables a 
pastoral framework to establish. 

The Campfire Church grew out of 
taking Pett Chapel online. As not 
all Pett members wished to be on 
Facebook, I took the decision to 
create The Campfire Church with 
a Facebook page of its own, so 
that Pett folk could continue to 
attend it if they wished, while at 
the same time being free to 
pursue a variety of options to find 
what suited them best. 

The Campfire Church now has 
nearly 100 members, and on 
Sunday mornings about 50 usually 
log on – at the time of the 
morning service, or later, as 
others participate from around 
the world in their own time zones. 
Our membership is international 
and interdenominational, but also 
includes a number of people from 

the Hastings Bexhill and Rye 
Methodist Circuit. We are pleased 
that our attendance is stable (the 
same people come back week 
after week) but also growing. We 
worship at 10am on Sundays, and 
those who can’t attend then can 
come along to later in the day, 
and go through the service (which 
we leave up for them to find) 
quietly in their own time. 

Those in membership are finding 
this expression of church 
supportive and nurturing. We aim 
to offer teaching of a high 
standard, with good levels of 
spiritual and intellectual stimulus, 
a strong sense of fellowship and 
pastoral care, and also to make 
church fun. 

Our church has three 
administrators — Pen Wilcock, 
Grace Garner, Tony Collins. We 
take turns in leading, reading and 
preaching. 

You are most welcome to come 
along and see what we do. If you 
go to Facebook and search for The 
Campfire Church, you can easily 
find us. It is a private group (to 
protect personal disclosures made 
in our open intercessions), so you 
will have to request membership. 

 Pen Wilcock 
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The Adventure 
Continues 
“The W.W.World is my Parish” 

 

What would John Wesley have 
made of the internet? Would it 
have saved him from long hours 
on horseback, and painful bouts 
of saddle-soreness? 

Probably not – because there is 
no real substitute for personal 
contact and the gathering of 
God’s people. However, I am sure 
that he would have embraced the 
power of social media and used it, 
in addition to his personal visits, 
to communicate the gospel to 
even more people. 

The restrictions that we have 
faced this year have forced us to 
consider alternative ways of 
sharing in worship. A weekly 
recorded service was the Circuit’s 
first response, and that led, as we 
moved into a second period of 
lockdown, to a more interactive 
service via Zoom. 

Many of us have become familiar 
with Zoom during recent months 
and, like many forms of 
technology, it has the capacity to 
serve us well, or to drive us up the 
wall. At Pett, we have been using 

audio-visual technology for many 
years, and the reason that it 
works is because we have taken 
the trouble to do it well. Used 
properly, AV can greatly enhance 
the worship experience. Used 
clumsily, it can destroy a 
worshipful atmosphere. 

The same approach is necessary 
when using Zoom, and Steve 
Thacker and I have spent the last 
few weeks trying out new 
systems, honing our skills, and 
using the incredibly patient 
members at Calvert church as 
guinea-pigs, to make Zoom 
enabled worship as smooth and as 
seamless as possible. A major 
breakthrough was a new App, 
designed by a Methodist, Jon 
Skeet, which enables many 
essential Zoom settings to be pre-
configured, making the operation 
of the system during worship a 
great deal easier. 

Sketch by Ron Hill 
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Combining live worship in church 
with active involvement from 
people in their homes is a 
complex business but, if we can 
get it right, it is probably the 
closest that we can get to 
“normal” right now, as it enables 
both those who are able and 
eager to attend church and those 
who are still nervous about doing 
so to share in a truly unified act of 
worship. 

The first Sunday in the second 
period of lockdown happened to 
be Remembrance Sunday and, 
with the usual arrangements 
thrown into disarray, the Calvert 
experiment suddenly became the 
main worship offering of the 
Circuit. The responsibility for 
managing this especially 
important service fell to Steve. As 
I write, I am preparing to take 
over the reins for the second 
week, and we are keen now to 
encourage contributions from 
across the Circuit. 

By the time that you read this, I 
hope that many of you will have 
had the opportunity of tuning in 
to at least one of the weekly 
services, and I hope that you will 
have found the experience to be 
both enjoyable and uplifting. For 
those interested in being 

involved, either in a Circuit led 
service or using Zoom for worship 
and fellowship within your own 
church communities, we will be 
arranging some training sessions 
in the very near future. I am quite 
certain that the ability to manage 
Zoom effectively will be a valuable 
tool for mission way beyond 
Covid, and I would encourage you 
to embrace it. 

Keith Miller 

Christingle is 
likely to be a 
Covid casualty 
this year but 
there is no 
reason why we 
can’t celebrate 
it at home.  

As well as making a Christingle, 
why not make a cake? In 2017 
the Children’s Society published a 
Christingle Cake recipe. It can be 
printed/downloaded at: 

www.inspiremagazine.org.uk/
images/_shared/Inspire%20Images/
Inspire%20Personal%
20Stories/2017%20December/kate-
bottley-and-the-christingle-cake-
recipe.pdf 

 Or you can watch Kate Bottley 
baking one in a video at 

https://vimeo.com/244984405  

https://www.inspiremagazine.org.uk/images/_shared/Inspire%20Images/Inspire%20Personal%20Stories/2017%20December/kate-bottley-and-the-christingle-cake-recipe.pdf
https://www.inspiremagazine.org.uk/images/_shared/Inspire%20Images/Inspire%20Personal%20Stories/2017%20December/kate-bottley-and-the-christingle-cake-recipe.pdf
https://www.inspiremagazine.org.uk/images/_shared/Inspire%20Images/Inspire%20Personal%20Stories/2017%20December/kate-bottley-and-the-christingle-cake-recipe.pdf
https://www.inspiremagazine.org.uk/images/_shared/Inspire%20Images/Inspire%20Personal%20Stories/2017%20December/kate-bottley-and-the-christingle-cake-recipe.pdf
https://www.inspiremagazine.org.uk/images/_shared/Inspire%20Images/Inspire%20Personal%20Stories/2017%20December/kate-bottley-and-the-christingle-cake-recipe.pdf
https://www.inspiremagazine.org.uk/images/_shared/Inspire%20Images/Inspire%20Personal%20Stories/2017%20December/kate-bottley-and-the-christingle-cake-recipe.pdf
https://vimeo.com/244984405
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Battle 
On 7th November our Church Prayer 
Diary read: 

“Ask God to help us do things at the 
right time and to give us patience to 
wait if He tells us not yet." 

As we enter another period of 
lockdown, just as things were 
starting to get up and running again 
at the Emmanuel Centre, how apt 
those words are. 

Yet there is much to be thankful for, 
not least the hard work of the 
members of our Church family who 
have given many hours of their time 
so that we were able to reopen 
for worship, and welcome back 
some of the community groups 
that meet at the Centre. 

Inside a great deal has been done 
to make sure we are Covid safe. 
Many hours have been spent 
planning and budgeting to take 
account of the financial 
constraints. Volunteer 

administrators have manned the 
Church Office each weekday. 

Outside, a small group of dedicated 
gardeners have worked extremely 
hard to transform our extensive 
grounds. The steep banks have 
been strimmed, new planters adorn 
the entrance. and the paths and 
patios are now weed free. 

Our worship in a new way was well 
attended. At our harvest festival we 
donated money and non-
perishables to the local food bank.  

We remember all our Church family 
at this time, and in particular we 
congratulate Paula and Keith on 
their golden wedding anniversary. 

We now need to be patient and 
wait prayerfully on God for what 
the future may hold. 

We send greetings to our friends 
around the circuit for Christmas and 
the New Year. 

Mary Collins 
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Calvert 
Since the first lockdown began last 
March, Calvert have learnt quite a 
bit more about technology and 
having access to our services on-
line via zoom. As mentioned in our 
last report we started bringing 
monthly zoom services into our 
homes in May, inviting others from 
the circuit to join us as we got more 
confident in what we were doing.  

We returned to our Church building 
in September and that brought 
more puzzles and the need to find 
ways to overcome them. Although 
we were back in Church there were 
several of our members still 
needing to be careful and/or shield, 
so we wanted to continue 
streaming the service into their 
homes. Over the last couple of 
months, Steve Thacker and Keith 
Miller have worked together to 

bring us, what is now, a mostly 
smoothly flowing service. Those in 
Church can see friends at home on 
the screens and those at home can 
see people arriving before the 
service begins. Although many join 
us from home, they are not just 
spectators. They have shared in 
doing the bible readings and saying 
the prayers. We also continue to 
keep in touch by distributing weekly 
worship sheets, especially 
important for those without the 
internet. 

At our Harvest Festival morning 
service, gifts were gratefully 
received, going to Dom’s Food 
Mission, The Food Bank and All We 
Can. Also, during the service Tricia 
officially welcomed (through 
transfer of membership) Steve and 
Sonya Wise and Charmaine Hill, 
already very much a part of our 
church family.  

The 
evening 
service via 
zoom, to 
which the 
circuit 
were 
invited saw 
over 40 
people 
attending.  Steve & Sonya Wise with Charmaine Hill and Rev Tricia Williams 
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Just before the second lockdown, 
Elaine Lee and Alan Hurrell had 
reopened the CAP drop in on a 
Wednesday morning for anyone in 
need of help or advice, and will 
resume again as soon as allowed.  

As I write this, it is the first Sunday 
of the second lockdown and I have 
just enjoyed our circuit service of 
Remembrance via zoom. 37 
households of 55+ people came 
together from across the circuit. 
Although unable to meet together 
in our individual Churches, Philip 
and Tricia will be able to continue 
to lead many of us in worship each 
Sunday through this new medium. 

By the time this edition is 
circulated, the second lockdown 
should be behind us and we will be 
into the next “new normal” and 
journeying through Advent to 
Christmas. At this stage no one 
knows how we will be able to 
celebrate our Lord’s birth this year 
but however it may be, 
we know that we’ll be 
remembering how 
LOVE came down that 
first Christmas and 
continues with us 
today, through all that 
life throws at us. God 
Bless.   

Adela Binns 

Christ Church 
By the time that you read this article 
we will, hopefully, have returned to 
worship in our church- assuming that 
the second ‘lockdown’ ends on 2nd 
December. It will be so good to 
return to worship again, and 
hopefully the future will be a little 
more settled. This will mean being 
able to celebrate some of Advent, 
and all of Christmas, in a very positive 
manner. Time alone will tell! 

We have been pleased to welcome 
our new pastoral minister and look 
forward to working with him as we 
move forward in the coming years. 

We have managed to fit in a live 
Annual Church Meeting- and it only 
lasted an hour! A further four church 
stewards were appointed, making the 
total now six- good news indeed. 
Peter Watson has been our Senior 
Steward for some while and for 
understandable personal reasons he 
has had to stand down. We are very 

The Welcome service for Rev Philip Wagstaff with 
guests Revs Deborah Cornish and David Hinchliffe 
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grateful to Peter for all his 
commitment and understanding over 
the past years. 

Little more to say at this time, but we 
at Christchurch do wish all our friends 
in the Circuit every blessing at 
Christmas and for 2021. 

Barry Turnwell 

Fish Project 
During lockdown we, at Christchurch, 
like others in the Southampton, South 
East and Channel Island districts 
received a ‘prayerful challenge' to 
join in the Fishing for Hope initiative.  
Knitting and crochet patterns were 
received and distributed by email and 
we started knitting.  It was brilliant to 
be doing something together at a 
time when we were spending more 
time confined to our homes for a 
greater part of each day, nothing was 
open, no-one could meet up.   

The initial document continued – 
‘Your church might, at a later date 
request to gather in all the fish 
created, to be presented as a whole, 
to a wider audience.’  Our 
opportunity came with a Local 
Arrangement service on November 1st 
when the stewarding team devised a 
service based around fish and fishing, 
which included the stories of the 
Creation, the Call of the First Disciples 
and the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand, and the symbolism behind 

the Ichthys fish.  The knitted fish were 
displayed on a net covering the 
communion table and numbered over 
90 very different, gaily coloured fish.   

Bexhill has a Festival of the Sea each 
spring and it is hoped that we might 
be able to partake in that next year 
with our fish display being the centre 
of an activity for the youngsters.   

Jillian 
Read 

Centenary House 
The Circuit and community centre is 
now up and running although we are 
awaiting our usual bookings to 
resume. 

The back garden is looking in 
excellent condition with the newly 
laid artificial ‘Trulawn’, and rail to 
make the area safe. The premises are 
well looked after, and it will be good 
when our many old users feel able to 
return and make use of the facilities. 

Barry Turnwell (Bookings Officer) 
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Little Common 
Greetings to you all from Little 
Common. 

As we close out 2020, what a 
strange year it has been!  Like 
everyone else we made plans, risk 
assessments and more plans so 
that we could reopen for worship 
at the end of August, and we’d all 
like to thank John Troughton and 
his small team for making our 
church safe secure and welcoming 
for our return.  Chairs were 
moved, cleaning done, and taps 
run and, although we had all very 
much enjoyed the online acts of 
worship, how lovely it was to be 
back together once again. 

We were pleased to welcome 
Philip as our new Superintendent 
Minister to lead our (somewhat 
different) Harvest Festival. £75 
and several tins and packets were 
donated to Foodbank.  We have 
had safe and secure Holy 
Communion, and music has 
returned and, although we are 
not able to sing the words, we 
have all had more time to read 
and reflect on their meaning. 

At our opening service in August, 
Tricia thanked Mandy Troughton 
for her dedication as Senior 
Steward, as she steps down from 

this role to take up a position on 
the Circuit Stewardship team.  Our 
loss is the Circuit’s gain, and we all 
thank her for everything she has 
done at Little Common. 

Two more members we must 
thank are Margaret Rowland, who 
has stepped back from her 
commitments whilst she has been 
unwell, and Louise Pope who has 
also relinquished her role as 
Steward and Safeguarding Officer 
to focus on her work and family.  
We are so grateful for all that they 
have given to our church 
community. 

Whilst we were all sorry to lose 
Sackville Road, we are delighted 
to welcome several of their 
members at Little Common.  We 
hope you will be very happy with 
us and look forward to getting to 
know you better once we can all 
come together and socialise once 
again – God willing. 

Caroline Lapping 

A river cuts through a rock, 
not because of its power, but  
 
 
 
 
 
 
because of its persistence 
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Ninfield  
‘The Best of all is God is with us……..’    

We are pleased that our Church and Hall were re-opened in August.    On 
Sunday September 6th we enjoyed a Diamond Wedding celebration 
service in Church for Jim and Joy Simmons. They have been involved with 
our Church for many years. It was a lovely event and all managed with 
‘social distancing’. We then continued with services on the first and third 
Sundays monthly for September – November 1st.  

Our Hall has been used 3 days a week by a local Children's Dance Group. 
The Book Lending Library has been back and a yoga group was about to 
re-start. Risk assessments have been assessed and re-assessed and 
everyone is taking care. Good news! 

A number of our congregation 
turned up outside our Church on 
September 26th when our 
daughter, Sarah, got married to 
Tim at Hellingly Parish Church. 
They were able to wave her off as 
she left our home in Ninfield , and 
enjoy this happy occasion. (The 
wedding had been postponed from 
April, because of lockdown, and 
was re-arranged in August).  30 guests were able to join us for the service 
and reception. We had a lovely day. Sarah grew up in the Hellingly parish. 

We didn’t manage to organise an outdoor Harvest celebration but gave 
thanks in Church. We can seat 14 people 
in our small chapel and are usually getting 
around 12 people joining us for worship – 
including 2 new faces. 

Our Messy Church newsletter is being e-
mailed monthly to families so that we can 
keep in touch. Recently Simon from 
Computers for Charities, in Hailsham, 
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spoke at our Sunday worship amd 
outlined all the arrangements for 
the ‘Love in a Box’ shoebox / gift 
delivery at Christmas. This is all 
still going ahead and our Church 
will be a collection point for gifts 
which will involve Messy Church 
families, and our local school. 

We were pleased to welcome 
Sonia as a new member at a 
Communion service on November 
1st. But now we have another 
temporary ‘lockdown’ ….. 
So……………… 

St. Mary’s Church organised a 
small ‘outdoor’ Act of 
Remembrance on the village 
recreation ground on Sunday 
November 8th with the Reverend 
Paul Frostick. 

Commencing December 6th, we 
plan to have weekly services until 
Christmas. We could be looking at 
the possibility of a Christmas Eve 
service around a Christmas Tree 
outside the Church, but this may 
‘present’ problems! 

In early January we will unite at 
the Parish Church for our Annual 
Covenant service to be led by 
Tricia and Paul Frostick. St. Mary’s 
gives us more space and room for 
this event. 

All our other service details will be 
in the new Circuit Plan. We will be 

ready to re-use our Hall as soon as 
groups can come back – so there’s 
a snapshot of some of our news.  

Best wishes, and a Happy 
Christmas from us all, and 
stockings full of ‘faith, hope and 
love’.  

Paul Burson 

 

Pett 
The folk at Pett Methodist Church 
are very pleased to welcome our 
new minister, Philip, who we are 
getting to know via the telephone 
or Zoom! I think we will have to 
have a big celebration when we 
can actually meet in the flesh!  

We have been spending some 
time continuing with our 
maintenance and decorating 
work, even though we are not 
open for worship yet. The church 
council decided to wait until more 
of us are able to attend. Some 
members have self-isolated and 
others were advised not to go out. 
The fact that we couldn’t sing 
hymns didn’t help either. Some of 
us have been attending St 
Andrew’s and really enjoyed the 
services outside in Fairlight or 
Pett. Thank you to Rev Richard 
and his team for organising these. 
We also wish Richard and Kath a 
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very happy retirement. 

Fortunately, we have 
been able to ‘attend’ 
other services from 
Calvert Methodist 
Church via Zoom, or 
even book a place and 
physically go. The 
Campfire Church on 
Facebook is also going well, now 
with people taking part from the 
USA! 

Some folks from the Pett and 
Fairlight Churches took part in the 
Ride and Stride sponsored event, 
which was held in September. We 
walked about 8 miles from church 
to church across our lovely 
countryside and raised funds for 
our local churches and The Sussex 
Historic Churches Trust, who gave 
grants to both the Anglican and 
Methodist churches in Pett last 
year, which we obviously used on 
our building project! 

We had good news in that The 
Post Office was re-opened by 
Anthea in our hall. But sadly, it 
now has gone into lockdown 

again! The small hall is about to 
be decorated and made good for 
study groups/meetings, etc. We 
have done most of the 
preparation but again, we have 
got to wait! 

Soon…very soon we will have a 
recorded concert for you to enjoy. 
This is replacing the physical 
concert we had planned and 
obviously couldn’t hold. We have 
a star guest appearing which is 
really exciting! So, look out for 
ways to watch Pett in Concert!  

Fortunately, Christmas is still 
happening! We all need to think a 
bit differently but perhaps that 
will help us remember what it 
really is all about! 

Wendy Hatch 

STOP PRESS 
Sadly, Jonathan Veira has, once again, had to postpone the concert 
planned for Pett Village Hall in February. He sends his greetings and 
sincerely hopes that it will be possible to re-schedule the concert for some 
time next summer. Watch this space for more news. 
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Rye 
Greetings from Rye!  

As I write on this occasion, we 
have just gone back into a 
national lockdown, due to rising 
numbers of Covid-19 infections. I 
can see the need for some action 
to try to control the spread of the 
virus and protect the most 
vulnerable among us and also to 
try to help the NHS cope with the 
pandemic and the busy time for 
them, which the onset of winter 
usually brings. In spite of these 
factors, it is still somewhat 
frustrating that this lockdown has 
arrived, just as we had appeared 
to put measures in place to keep 
people safe and had managed to 
reopen many of our buildings and 
were just getting used to meeting 
together for worship again. 

We managed to arrange morning 
worship for the Sundays between 
6th September and 1st November, 
after a trial service in August, 
including a first service with Revd. 
Philip Wagstaff. This and several 
other services had attracted what 
we consider to be pleasing 
numbers in the current 
circumstances and had helped to 
raise our spirits. We now wait in 
anticipation of the time when we 
may return to regular worship 

together in our building. 

We will soon arrive at a time in 
the church year, when we have 
been used to waiting – the period 
of Advent, when we wait eagerly 
for the celebration of the birth of 
our Saviour in human form, and 
the hope that this brings for us. 
This year, we may well need to 
wait in hope for somewhat longer, 
therefore, even if we are still in 
our homes rather than in our 
church buildings during Advent, 
we need to make the most of this 
time of preparation. 

Please remember our Circuit staff 
and the Leadership Team in 
particular in your prayers, and 
especially so at this point in time, 
as they seek to find the path 
forward for our Circuit. Please 
pray also for all those who seek to 
do the same in all our Circuit 
churches. 

One piece of good news is that we 
have a new treasurer, Andrew, 
who has been attending regularly 
since we welcomed him on a first 
attendance at morning worship 
about two years ago, and who 
was taken into membership of the 
Methodist Church on September 
20th. When we were discussing 
the problem of not having a 
treasurer soon after Sue Padgham 
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sadly passed, he said “I could do 
that for you” and was welcomed 
with open arms and his 
acceptance into membership was 
arranged. 

Another piece of good news 
ecumenically is that Revd. David 
Frost, the rector of Rye, was 
recently married. The ceremony 
for the happy couple was 
unfortunately subject to Covid 
restrictions. It is also a shame that 
David is retiring at the end of this 
year, particularly since the 
relationships between the 
Christian communities in Rye 
through Churches Together in Rye 
and District have been so good in 
recent times, enabling a host of 
initiatives to be started and 
sustained. We pray for an 
Anglican successor who is equally 
ecumenically minded. 

Another very sad and untimely 

loss has been that of our organist, 
Clifford Foster, a stalwart of the 
church throughout his 87 years. 
We will miss all that he has 
contributed to our church and 
also to the community and the 
circuit. As Marilyn has known him 
all her life, whereas I had only 
known him for the past 42 years, I 
will leave it to her to pay tribute 
and will send what she was asked 
to write for a local magazine, 
“Rye’s Own”. 

Once we are able to physically 
welcome people back into our 
building again, please remember 
that all our friends from the circuit 
are always welcome at Rye. Let’s 
hope that we come out of this 
time of trial as better people and 
a better nation and world. In the 
meantime, take care, stay safe 
and well and God bless. 

Paul Martin 

“I’m a millionaire,” the boastful parishioner testified, “and I attribute 
it all to the rich blessings of God in my life. I can still remember the 
turning point in my faith, like it was yesterday: 

I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a church meeting 
that night. The speaker was a missionary who told about his work. 
I knew that I had only a dollar bill and had to either give it all to 
God’s work or nothing at all. So at that moment I decided to give 
all I had to God. I believe that God blessed that decision, and that 
is why I am a rich man today.” 

The congregation applauded, and as he took his seat a little old 
lady rose and said, “I dare you to do it again!” 
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Sackville Road 
It was good to be able to have a 
special Circuit Service at Sackville 
Road on 4th October to formally 
mark the closure of the church 
and to give thanks to God for 124 
years of worship and witness to 
the local community.  The large 
interior of the worship area 
means that, after undertaking the 
risk assessment and making all the 
necessary arrangements to 
comply with the Covid-19 
regulations, around 55 people 
were able to gather together. 

The service was led by Revd. Tricia 
Williams with members of 
Sackville Road and the Circuit 
taking part with readings and 

prayers. Our Superintendent 
Minister, Revd. Philip Wagstaff, 
gave an uplifting sermon based on 
Lamentations 3:22-23 ‘The Lord’s 
unfailing love and mercy still 
continue, fresh as the morning, as 
sure as the sunrise”  and 
encouraged us all to look to the 
future with hope and confidence 
in God’s love and mercy with us 
always.  Although we were not 
able to sing, we were able to 
listen to hymns sung to us by the 
Battle singers.  The organ had 
been specially tuned for the 
service and Andrew McGregor 
played a selection of favourite 
pieces as people gathered for 
worship and concluded with a 
wonderful recital of “Finlandia.”   

Revs Tricia Williams and Philip Wagstaff at Sackville Road on 4 October 
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A retiring collection was taken for 
the work of ‘All We Can’ which 
raised £246.  Thank you everyone 
who took part and those who 
came along to support us. The 
congregation included some 
members of the former youth 
group who gathered to remember 
the time together.   

Responsibility for looking after the 
premises and its future has now 
transferred to the Circuit and a 
small group has been set up to 
take this forward. An inventory of 
contents is being drawn up and 
details of items that may be of 
interest to other churches will be 
shared at a future date.  

Some of the members of Sackville 
Road Methodist Church have now 
begun to worship at Christchurch 
while others have been attending 
Little Common and their 
membership has been transferred 
accordingly. Others will be 
attending one of the other 
churches in the town. Please 
remember everyone in your 
prayers, particularly the 
housebound members and those 
with health problems who are no 
longer able to attend worship.  

Revd. Tricia Williams  

 

Gillian Neal was a member of 
the youth group mentioned in 
Tricia’s article. Here she shares 
some of her memories of 
Sackville Road. 

My earliest memories are of the 
Junior Church. I was very young 
and think it was held in a back 
room which later became the 
Youth Club Coffee room. Then it 
was in Parkhurst Hall and we filed 
into Church for the start of the 
Sunday service. The corner of the 
church was segregated (now the 
disabled ramp) and there hung 
there an embroidered banner 
with a little lamb on. I recall 
Remembrance Sunday and the 
sound of the boom starting and 
finishing the 2 minutes silence. 
The minister would give a short 
talk to the Junior Church before 
we filed back.  I was later to teach 
(very badly) at the Junior Church. 

As a teenager I joined the youth 
group that sat in the church 
balcony and met afterwards for 
“youthful discussions” - ha ha. I 
spent a few years in the MAYC 
youth club where I met my 
husband. The youth club was 
vibrant then (mainly due to Barry 
Turnwell !!! ) we put on shows, 
went carol singing and also played 
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badminton, table tennis, TOC H 
quizzes, and David and I started a 
junior club, all in Parkhurst Hall. An 
abiding memory of the hall was 
arriving in the evening to set up for 
badminton and as soon as we put 
on the lights, the many cockroaches 
scuttled across the floor,  the 
badminton nets were stored under 
the stage, which then disturbed the 
creatures yet again, scrabbling away 
-  -  - yuch!!!! 

My Mother and Father married at 
Sackville Road (1937) and so did my 
sister. David and I married there in 
1969 and a year later our first child 
was baptised there. Last year, 
having been married for 50 years, I 
returned for a Sunday service and it 
was wonderful to sing again in this 
wonderful building, and I have that 
to remember, as it was so sad not to 
be able to sing at the memorial 
service. 

My husband passed away in 
January, so although it felt lonely 
for me attending the memorial 
service, there were friends there 
and memories were shared. The 
building may not be accessible any 
more, but the memories remain 
and will be shared with many, many 
voices saying “I remember when - - 
- - - -” 

Gillian Neal (nee Saunders) 

St. Helens 
Greetings to everyone in the Circuit 
from the fellowship of St Helens. 

Second lockdown, and hopefully 
the last, and we are straight back 
into keeping in regular contact with 
our church community through the 
weekly delivery of church notice 
sheets via email or hardcopy, as 
well as having it being posted on 
the church website, chats on the 
doorstep or through windows, 
telephone calls etc.   

Church was the first group back at 
Ore Centre in the summer, and the 
precautionary routine we adopted 
to minimise the risk of infection 
transmission at services has proved 
to be effective, and has brought 
everyone involved in the 
preparations for, and ‘putting away’ 
after services, together. Our 
services are always of a ‘pop-up’ 
arrangement anyway, so Covid-19 
precautions have only resulted in 
an extension of those needs. Yes, it 
does mean there is more to do, but 
more people have happily 
embraced the cleaning procedures 
before and after services.  We 
sanitise the lifting points of chairs 
and tables after services too so that 
other users are not at risk from us 
having been there. 



Page 29 

NOVEMBER 2020                          Spotlight                                Issue 141 

At St Helens we are a tad old 
fashioned in our thinking about 
worship, I guess.  It is probably safe 
to say that most, if not all, have 
enjoyed service broadcasts on the 
TV and online, but these do not 
offer the fellowship of a 
worshipping congregation, even if 
we do have to be spaced out in the 
main hall. There has been much 
said about the mental health of 
everyone since the start of the 
pandemic and for us, the 
importance of communal worship, 
including the ability to have a chat 
before and after the service, cannot 
be overstated.  With a number of us 
being a little hard of hearing, the 
decibel levels of some of the chats 
are higher than normal, and 
sometimes even the two metres 
between us may not be the 
standard measurements accepted 
by most.  Gentle reminders are 
sometimes necessary. 

The preachers too have been as 
eager (or more so) as the 
congregation to get back to live 
worship. One minister looked round 
the hall and thought that there 
were more there than normal. 
There wasn’t, but it is clear that for 
us, worship services are vital, and 
the numbers attending are very 
much the same as pre-Covid. 

Some thought has been given to 
how we could restart JUMP Club, 
Messy Church and the toddler 
group. These will need to follow the 
appropriate safe-working guidance, 
but we hope to be able to start 
planning for these as well as the 
prayer group not too far into the 
new year. 

As we approach Christmas, we 
know we will be limited in our 
celebrations, but pray that, at least, 
we will be able to meet again for 
worship together. 

May God bless each of us as we 
look forward in faith and hope, and 
may we all stay safe, and know the 
peace of God at this special time of 
the year. 

Mike Lambourne 

God is talking to one of his 
angels and says, “Do you 
know what I have just 
done? I have just created 
a 24-hour period of 
alternating light and 
darkness on Earth. Isn’t 
that good?” 

The angel says, “Yes, but 
what will you do now?” 

God says, “I think I’ll call it 
a day.” 
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St Leonards-on-Sea 
During ‘lockdown’ several people 
were very busy putting together 
and distributing service sheets to all 
our members. Thank you to them 
all.   Personally, I joined with St 
Johns, Hollington on Zoom every 
Sunday morning. It was good to 
worship with them as I know most 
of them anyway. 

We returned to Church at the end 
of August and met weekly until this 
second ‘lockdown’. There were, on 
average, twenty-five at each 
service, but not always the same 
people, and all who came were 
pleased to be able to worship 
together, albeit under Covid 
limitations. One Sunday we did 
have six people sing two worship 
songs from the front, which made a 
good addition to the service. We 
have celebrated Communion with 
Tricia, which went well despite the 
new arrangements, and we had our 
annual Gift Day in October when we 
were pleased to welcome Philip to 
our service. 

The Fellowship had their AGM in 
September and it was decided not 
to meet until at least February, 
apart from a one-off Christmas 
service. Hopefully, that can still take 
place. 

Friday Club restarted, but on a 
Tuesday, as this is the one day in 
the week when the hall is not used. 
About ten people were attending 
and it was good for some of the 
housebound to have a bit of time 
out to see their friends. 

Pre-school met throughout 
lockdown as they were open for the 
children of essential key workers. 

We hope to resume services again 
in December, so that we can 
celebrate Christmas together in 
some way. 

Best wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year from all at St Leonards. 

Pearl Page 

Trinity 
Greetings from Trinity! 

In the last edition of Spotlight, I 
wrote, ‘We are delighted to say that 
as from 9th August, we are once 
more actually coming together for 
worship.’  We did come together, 
we were delighted.  Even though 
some of us, for good reason, were 
unable to come, it was good for all 
of us to know that our regular 
communal worship was again taking 
place, Sunday by Sunday.  
Hopefully, we will again return in 
December, to journey through 
Advent and celebrate Christmas 
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together. 

In September, we returned to 
morning services.  The ‘new 
normal’ seemed strange at first, 
but it’s amazing how quickly we 
grew accustomed to sanitising 
hands on entry, seating at a 
distance (made easier by the 
judicious placing of some new 
pew cushions!), to faces in masks, 
to recorded hymn singing…. 

We had nine services before the 
new lockdown, and three of these 
included Holy Communion, each 
truly special.  The first, on 13th 
September, was Alan Hurrell’s 
first full communion service, and 
our first under a new format, with 
the elements already placed in 
the pews.  It was great that we at 
last learned why we still had the 
beautiful old plates; from the days 
of Brede Methodist Church; they 
were exactly right for the 
individual bread and glass of 
‘wine’.  The format was different, 
but the gift of God was the same. 

The second was our first service 
led by Philip, not only our 
Superintendent, but our new 
minister!  How at home we all felt 
with him, and how easy it was to 
see he is in the right place. 

Our most recent communion 
service was led by Robin Roberts.  
Like Moses, whose monologue 
Robin had given some weeks 
earlier, Robin thought his time of 
taking services was over, but… like 
Moses, he had to respond, in this 
case to an urgent phone call a few 
days earlier, as Jill Sayers was 
unable to come! He spoke of the 
Beatitudes as both ‘proclamation' 
and ‘invitation’. Jesus was 
proclaiming the gospel, the good 
news, that in him, the kingdom of 
God was here and that as such 
they were blessed – and it was an 
invitation for them to accept it. 

Robin had also led our Harvest 
service in September, again with 
the necessary changes; instead of 
our usual display at the front built 
up as people brought forward 
their gifts, we left bags of food for 
Rye Food Bank on a table at the 
back of the church on arrival.  The 
Harvest Loaf on the communion 
table was provided by Valerie 
Watkins, and later shared; most of 
it cling filmed, frozen and taken to 
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the Hastings's Foodbank who were 
delighted.  

Valerie also placed a beautiful 
poppy tribute for Remembrance, on 
our gates -so good to have during 
this lockdown. 

Most recently, on Nov 4th, there 
was a brief service in the grounds, 
led by Rev Derek Brice, as the ashes 
of Carolyn Remmett were laid next 
to those of her husband Albert.  
Both Carolyn and Albert were very 
active in their day. They joined this 
congregation when they moved to 
Broad Oak.  Albert was property 
steward for many years when it was 
Brede chapel. He and Carolyn also 
maintained the grounds between 
them, both very keen gardeners, as 
their own garden showed.  Between 
them they were communion 
stewards for many years and 
continued once we became Trinity 
until age and ill health meant they 
had to step down. 

Carolyn was of course Dutch, from 
Indonesia, and suffered in World 
War 2, as a Japanese POW with her 
mother. Her health was not good 
most of her life as a result. She had 
major surgery a few years ago and 
struggled to stay in her bungalow 
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after Albert died. Her last few years 
were spent in Whitegates.  ‘May 
she rest in peace and rise in glory.’ 

During the November lockdown, we 
all look forward to sharing Advent 
and Christmas once more with 
public worship.  Meanwhile, 
remember G K Chesterton’s words 
–‘Angels can fly, because they take 
themselves lightly.’ 

Drina Hampson 

Winchelsea  
(Wesley’s Chapel) 
Very little to report as we have 
been unable to meet at the chapel 
since the last meeting in February. 

However, we hope to resume  once 
life returns to some normality, and 
will keep churches informed with 
posters etc.  Also do look at our 
website for more information  
www.whmc.btck.co.uk  

Terry and David keep a regular eye 
on the chapel, and our neighbour 
makes sure that all is well from time 
to time. It will be good to get back 
again! 

We are very much open to new 
‘Friends’ and please do let me know 
if you would like to support the 
chapel in this way. 

Barry Turnwell (Publicity Officer) 

The Nativity Play, 2020 
Please note that to ensure children 
follow Covid safety procedures, these 
rules apply:- 

1. The Holy Family's journey to 
Bethlehem will NOT be mentioned, 
and neither will snide remarks be 
made about Dominic Cummings, eye 
tests or Barnard Castle. 

2. 'No room at the inn' will be 
replaced with 'Accommodation 
limited because of strict adherence to 
social distancing regulations.' 

3. Whilst 'a multitude of the heavenly 
host' may be permitted in heaven, it 
would be advisable to state that only 
'a quintet of the heavenly host' are 
permitted in the vicinity of 
Bethlehem. 

4. The shepherds visiting the stable 
must wear masks, use hand sanitising 
gel on arrival, and must depart before 
the wise men appear. 

5. It must be clearly stated that the 
wise men have observed a period of 
quarantine before visiting the infant 
Jesus. 

6. The wise men should therefore 
arrive in a traditional manner, but 
strictly one at a time: specifically (i) 
one in a taxi (ii) one in a car (iii) one 
on a scooter, blowing his hooter.   

7. Gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh may NOT be brought into the 
stable. Instead the wise men will 
email a QR code to Joseph, so that 
their gifts can be collected from the 
nearest Amazon locker. 

http://www.whmc.btck.co.uk
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Clifford James Foster 
January 1933 – October 2020  
A tribute by Marilyn Martin 

The first memory that I have of 
Clifford is as a young child 
watching him play the organ at 
the Methodist Church in Rye.  My 
father was an organist, and we 
had an American Harmonium, that 
had originally belonged to his 
mother, in our house. So I was 
used to seeing my dad press the 
keys down to make music come 
out, but the church organ had 
three keyboards and pedals too 
and watching Clifford, every 
Sunday, move his hands over the 
keys, as well as his feet over the 
pedals was magical for me.  It was 
much later that I realised that not 
only could he play the organ, but 
he could build them too!! 

When I started school, I came to 
know Clifford in a different role, as 
the father of my friend Janet and 
the son of Jim and Doris, who ran 
the church junior choir that I 
became a member of.  Several 
years back he reminded me of an 
incident in my childhood.  Those of 
you who have walked past Rye 
Methodist Church will know that 
there is a wall around part of it that 
has a gap at the front and another 
around the side.  One Sunday 

morning, after the service, my two 
sons and their cousins were 
running along the top of the wall 
and jumping over the gap at the 
side of the church.  Just as I was 
telling them not to do it and to be 
careful, Clifford came out of the 
front door and laughed.  When I 
looked at him, he said “Oh that’s 
pay back!  I used to tell you and 
Janet not to jump that gap!!” 

After Clifford’s father, Jim, died in 
1970, the Junior and Senior choirs 
continued for a while, but things 
weren’t the same without him and, 
unfortunately, they disbanded.  I 
went off to Teacher Training 
College in 1971, and only saw 
Clifford playing the organ for 
services when I was home on 
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holiday. 

I returned to Rye in 1974, to take 
up my first teaching post in an 
infant school in Hastings, and 
started attending Rye Methodist 
Church every week, as I had done 
before.  At the beginning of 1975, 
some members of the congregation 
asked whether I would be 
interested in starting up the choir 
again, as those who had sung with 
Jim Foster were missing singing the 
anthems.  I said that I would “give it 
a go” and approached Clifford to 
ask whether he would be willing to 
be our accompanist, which he 
agreed to.  So, on Easter Sunday 
1975, the new Rye Methodist 
Choir, made up of only ladies at 
that time, sang their first anthem, 
with me conducting and Clifford 
accompanying us on the organ. 

In the summer of 1976 our 
minister, Arthur Temple, was given 
the opportunity of a six-week 
exchange of pulpits, with a minister 
from the USA.  The choir were 
excited about this and wondered 
whether we could ask some of the 
men who used to sing in Jim’s choir 
to come along for those six weeks, 
so that we could sing some 
anthems in four parts.  I asked 
those men, and they were only too 
pleased to join in.  In fact, at the 

end of the summer, they asked to 
stay on and so our four-part choir 
was born.  The thing that the choir 
members found really funny was 
the fact that, every June, Clifford 
and I would sit down together to 
choose Christmas music for the 
choir to sing. We used to explain 
that, by the time we heard new 
Christmas Carols, in December, it 
was too late to buy copies and 
learn them. So Clifford and I would 
write a list of new carols that we 
heard and then check them out the 
following June.  

Many of you who knew Clifford 
would know that he had a dry 
sense of humour but how many of 
you, I wonder, know that he also 
had a naughty sense of humour?  
Some of you might remember a 
classical music quiz programme 
called Face the Music, that ran 
from 1967-1979.  One of the 
rounds was called Hidden Melody 
and involved Joseph Cooper playing 
a well-known piece of music in the 
style of a famous composer.  The 
panel gained points by naming the 
tune and the composer.  Clifford 
came up with the idea of disguising 
a Hidden Melody in the piece that 
he played whilst the offertory was 
being collected on Sunday 
mornings.  The only people who 
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knew about this were the choir 
members who would listen intently 
to see if they could guess the tune.  
This started fairly tamely with 
Clifford disguising nursery rhymes 
but, on one Sunday when one of 
the officers of the Sea Cadets was 
having their baby christened he 
went all out and managed to hide 
“Oh I do Like to be Beside the 
Seaside”.  However, the ‘piece de 
resistance’ came one Sunday when, 
having been dared by a choir 
member, he managed to play “The 
Stripper” without a single member 
of the congregation knowing.  You 
should have seen the choir though, 
trying to keep their faces straight!! 

As well as being an accomplished 
organist, Clifford was also an organ 
builder and a talented composer.  
The organ in Rye Methodist Church 
is a testament to his ability as an 
organ builder.  It arrived from its 
previous home in pieces, a bit like 
IKEA furniture, and Clifford put it all 
together.  Over the years, like 
Topsy, it grew and grew and 
evolved into the wonderful 
instrument that it is today. When 
my husband and I went to see 
Clifford about music for our 
wedding, back in 1979, we told him 
that, if possible, we would like him 
to play Tuba Tune by C.S. Lang, 
when we walked out of church.  

Clifford explained that, at that time, 
the organ didn’t have a tuba stop 
but “leave it with me”.  I assumed 
that he would work out a way to 
play the piece using other stops but 
no!  He went out and bought an 
organ that had a tuba stop just so 
that we could have the piece that 
we wanted on our wedding day.  I 
have a horrid feeling that the rest 
of the organ that he bought is still 
in the cellars at Adams! 

Clifford loved to compose music, 
especially variations on hymn 
tunes, which he often played during 
the last verses on Sunday mornings.  
Many of these pieces are dedicated 
to church and choir members.  I 
have a hand written copy of the 
hymn tune Calm with the words 
“For Marilyn” written in the top 
corner, which I will continue to 
treasure. 

So, what is there left to say, except 
that things will not be the same 
without Clifford at church.  Nobody 
will ever know the things that he 
did quietly, behind the scenes and 
without any fuss.  We will miss you, 
my friend.  God Bless you and rest 
in peace. 

‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’  Matthew 25:23 
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Derek Snow 
To many in the Circuit, Derek will be 
remembered as the husband of 
Betty, former assistant editor of this 
magazine. However, while Betty 
was often the most visible member 
of this partnership, Derek, by no 
means, merely a supporting act. 
To members at Pett, he was, for 
many years, our faithful treasurer, 
meticulous in his task and the 
epitome of a “safe pair of hands.” 
In practical tasks, too, always a 
willing and able participant, and a 
gracious and generous host at the 
many meetings that he and Betty co
-hosted. 
Not a keen supporter of new-
fangled technology, nor one in 
favour of the ditching of tradition 
(he loved to sit in his favourite pew) 
he, nevertheless, graciously 
acceded to the will of the majority, 
and volunteered his entire support 
to help to ensure the success if any 
new venture. 
Derek and Betty loved their home in 
Fairlight, over-looking the English 
Channel, and Derek would spend 
many hours watching the activity in 
the Channel through his enormous 
telescope. Eventually, though, 
failing health forced them to move 
to Buckinghamshire to be closer to 
their family. 

With the support of their family just 
a few minutes away, Derek and 
Betty continued to care for each 
other and Derek celebrated his 90th 
birthday in August, in the company 
of a family and a few close friends. 
 
Having rallied for this occasion, 
sadly, Derek’s condition declined, 
and he slipped away peacefully a 
few weeks later. 

Derek, on the occasion of his 90th 
birthday, with a cake that betrays 
one of his other abiding passions. 
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Ken and Wendy represented Pett at 
the funeral, which was led,  by 
special request, by Rev Derek Brice. 
The service was broadcast live via 
the internet for those who were 
prevented by the restrictions from 
attending. 
 

On the day of the funeral, while 
walking the dog before setting off 
for Amersham, Wendy spotted this 
lovely rainbow over Derek and 
Betty’s old house.  
Is there a message in that?  
I wonder. 
Keith Miller 

No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
This is the power of Christ in me;  
From life's first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand;  
Till He returns or calls me home,  
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!  
 
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 
Copyright © 2001 Thankyou Music  

An extract from In Christ Alone, one of 
two songs especially recorded by Wendy 
with Keith Miller, at Betty’s request, and 
played at Derek’s funeral. 

IN CHRIST ALONE my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
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As Philip mentioned in his opening 
article, many within the Methodist 
Church are currently searching for a 
resolution to the problem of sharing 
Holy Communion, when physical 
separation prevents us from doing 
so in the normal way. In this article, 
Pen Wilcock shares her thoughts on 
the subject. The inclusion of the 
article does not imply that Pen’s 
views are supported either by the 
Circuit or by the editorial team of 
Spotlight Magazine (nor does imply 
that they are not) but it is a 
valuable contribution to an 
important debate, which we hope 
will be resolved in the very near 
future. Ed. 

There’s been lively discussion about 
how to share in the Eucharist in our 
Circuit, under the constraints 
imposed in the first place by the 
period of having only one presbyter 
on our staff, and in the second 

place by lockdown preventing us 
meeting in person. 

The response to limited numbers of 
presbyters was threefold: to 
appoint lay volunteers as what the 
Catholic Church calls ‘Eucharistic 
ministers’ — people who take 
consecrated bread and wine after 
Mass to people in nursing homes, 
and there administer the elements; 
to give a dispensation to celebrate 
the Eucharist to two lay people (Jill 
Sayers and Alan Hurrell); to call in 
presbyters from other Circuits to 
cover presidency of our Eucharists. 

Then we come to the limitations of 
lockdown and isolation. I 
understand the response of the 
Methodist Church, in our Circuit 
and generally, has been that an 
electronic (e.g. Zoom or Facebook) 
Eucharistic celebration would not 
be permissible. 

Facebook, Zoom 
and the Eucharist 
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I feel strongly that there is 
something wrong with the theology 
of the direction we’re following 
(apart from the lay presidency 
dispensation given to Jill and Alan*, 
which I’d support). 

The Methodist Church is rooted in 
the Anglican Church, and the C of E 
is rooted in the Catholic Church, 
and the Catholic Church believes in 
the apostolic succession — i.e. that 
there is an unbroken chain of 
ordination flowing from Christ’s 
ordination of Simon Peter all the 
way down to modern-day priests. 
John Wesley’s theology was 
somewhat at variance with this, in 
that he asserted a belief in the 
priesthood of all believers. In times 
past, this belief was a cornerstone 
of Methodist theology. However, in 
the 1990s, when hope for 
Methodist/Anglican union revived, 
there was a move to downplay our 
theological differences in order to 
achieve institutional union (which 
didn’t happen). During this period, 
the Methodist stance on the 
Eucharist subtly changed. Up until 
then, presidency at the Eucharist 
was seen as a point of church order. 
In the Society of Friends (Quakers) a 
respected member highly regarded 
by the community is called a 
‘weighty Friend’. Good term! The 
Methodist Church felt a concern 

that, for all to be done decently and 
in order, presidency of the Eucharist 
should always be undertaken by 
someone the Methodist community 
can recognise as our equivalent of a 
‘weighty Friend’; someone we trust 
and respect. But in the 1990s, we 
made a subtle shift in the direction 
of alignment with the Anglican 
hierarchy, in which presbyteral 
presidency is paramount. 

In the Anglican and Catholic church, 
the Eucharistic president must 
stand in the apostolic succession in 
order to have the spiritual right to 
consecrate the elements. Without 
that, the epiclesis (coming of the 
Holy Spirit into the elements) 
cannot happen. This is why, in the C 
of E and RC church, Eucharistic 
ministers take the consecrated 
elements from the altar to the 
diaspora in nursing homes etc. But 
there is no theological basis for this 
in Methodism, which asserts (or 
used to) belief in the priesthood of 
all believers. The logic of Methodist 
theology should allow for those 
who visit in nursing homes to 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper with 
the people they visit, because they 
are trusted people appointed to 
make that pastoral visit by Circuit 
authority. We do not uphold a 
doctrine of transubstantiation or 
apostolic succession in Methodism. 
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John Wesley taught that the 
Eucharist is more than merely a 
meal of remembrance, it is a 
‘converting and sanctifying 
ordinance’, it has spiritual power; 
but that power relies on the 
presence of Christ through the Holy 
Spirit, not on presbyteral 
presidency. 

Then we come to Eucharist online. I 
can see no theological reason why 
this is not permissible, even in the 
Catholic Church. If the gathered 
people of God, the laos, bring the 
elements of bread and wine in 
reverence and faith, and the 
Eucharistic president invokes the 
Holy Spirit into this act of 
communion with God, I see no 
reason whatever why there should 
be any impediment to validity. The 
Holy Spirit is not limited to physical 
buildings, and does not rely on 
people being in the same room. We 
are part of the Communion of 
Saints, which doesn’t even require 
residency of Earth, after all! If even 
the human beings are in contact 
and communication online, surely 
the omnipresence of a God both 
immanent and transcendent can be 
there with them? How could it be 
that the Holy Spirit is incapable of 
distance sharing when human 
beings are doing it perfectly well? 

This is all the more true in the 
Methodist Church because in 
Methodism our Eucharistic 
presidency was a point of church 
order not an expression of the 
apostolic succession in the first 
place. 

What we decide and what we do 
must be advised by both principle 
and pragmatism, so that we 
proceed with what upholds the 
dignity and solemnity appropriate 
to this most holy feast, and so that 
we do what meets the need of the 
time. But above all, because this is 
the church and bears the 
responsibility of faithfulness to the 
gospel, what we decide and do 
should in every case have a clear 
and predominating theological 
rationale running through it. For 
this reason I am wholly in favour of 
lay presidency where we are short 
of presbyters, of celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper in home visits (not 
taking pre-consecrated elements to 
dispense), and of freedom to 
celebrate the Eucharist online or 
within our own household. 

Pen Wilcock 

* Editor’s note - Jill and Alan were 
formally commissioned for this ministry 
and presented with a certificate from 
the Methodist Conference by the 
District Chair, Revd David Hinchliffe, at 
Philip's welcome service. 
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Back to the Future 
With some spare time on my hands 
during ‘lockdown’ and given 
encouragement by Joan, we 
decided to clear out some boxes of 
various papers that have been in 
the garage for fifteen years! 
However, they make very 
interesting reading, and gave us a 
trip down memory lane. I am a 
known hoarder, and the progress 
was rather slow as we were finding 
some very interesting documents. 

Among them was a pile of  
‘Spotlights’ and Plans, and those 
with long memories may be 
interested in a few items. Issue one 
of ‘Spotlight’ was dated 1979 when 
the Superintendent Minister was 
Rev Cyril Hutchinson, and the editor 
was Leslie Howlett. In his editorial, 
Cyril said that the aim of the 
magazine was simple - it is to weld 
together the individual fellowships 
which comprise the circuit. A Circuit 
Plan at the same time showed a 
number of churches that have since 
closed (Norman Road, Crowhurst, 
Catsfield, Dallington, Three Oaks, 
Beckley, Peasmarsh, Wittersham, 
Hollington, Sackfield Road, 
Westfield and Wesley). 

The then Circuit Treasurer was 
Stewart Collins, and the Circuit 

expenditure was budgeted at 
£37,000. Tributes were expressed 
to Rev Roland Newland (moving to 
Southend) and Wilf Brooker 
(retiring after fourteen years as 
Senior Circuit Steward. The Rev 
John Pyke was appointed to our Rye 
area, and Rev Leslie Truelove to the 
eastern end. Other ministers were 
Rev R McLaren Widdows, Rev Alan 
Warrell, Rev Peggy Hiscock, and Rev 
John Forster (Sector Ministry). 

There was also mention of 
Malmsbury House NCH, the new 
hall at Ninfield about to be 
dedicated, a Richmond garden 
party, Women’s Work sale at Rye, a 
united service at Norman Road 
(speaker was Rev Kenneth Waights, 
a former President of the Methodist 
Conference), and a Circuit Family 
Day on 7th July 1979. 

What a lot has happened over the 
past forty-one or so years and it is 
credit to the several editors who 
have helped the publication go 
from strength to strength, and not 
least our present editor, Keith 
Miller. It is very noticeable that the 
quality has greatly improved with 
better paper and printing- and 
colour photos as well. It is credit to 
Keith and his predecessors that you 
are now reading issue 141. 

Barry Turnwell 



Fairtrade 
Christmas 2020  
Dear Friends, Fairtrade 
has also experienced 
“Lock Down”, which includes people like us, who need to display and sell 
their products, where there is a very real concern for safe spacing. So, 
everything has been on hold. However, with the growth of Mail Order, 
Traidcraft and The Leprosy Mission have kept growing very successfully, 
some of their stock has come in and sold out almost immediately.  

We are now ready to pass on Traidcraft and TLM catalogues to anyone 
who would like to continue to support Fairtrade. If you would like to 
browse their catalogues, you could phone us and arrange to “Call and 
Collect”. We do have some stock: craft, jewellery, scarves, bags, other 
gifts, a little bit of Christmas, mostly at reduced prices and lots of 
Christmas cards.  

We hope that by the time that you read this, we will be open for business 
again and able to welcome you to peruse the display in our conservatory 
at the rear of our house. This will be accessible by appointment without 
coming through our front door. Please ring or Email for further details.  

Thank you for all your support in the past, we are hopeful for the future. 

Christine and Michael Ward, 

11Ashford Road, Hastings TN34 2HA. 

Phone. 01424 – 460727      Email:       wardcandm@gmail.com 

Please note - the next issue of Spotlight is due to be 
 published on 14th March, 2021 

Contributions for inclusion in this issue must be received 
by 14th February, 2021 

Where possible, please send articles to the Editor,  
Keith Miller by e-mail at contact@pettchapel.org.uk 

Handwritten or typed items should be posted to  
Pearl Page, 226 Battle Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea, TN37 7BA 

And don’t forget to send us your pictures.  
We will always try to include a selection if they will reproduce satisfactorily.  

mailto:wardcandm@gmail.com


The Old Cottage 
Anyone who knew 
Hollington Church would 
know that the we owned 
some garages, and a cottage 
that was used for storage, 
situated behind the church. 
Since the church was sold 
and developed into housing, 
it has been interesting me to 
know what was being built 
on this extra piece of land, 
so I took a look. This is what 
I found.  

I don’t know what I was expecting, 
but it wasn’t this!  I can only 
assume that it has kept the shape 
and size of the previous buildings, 
because of being overlooked by 
surrounding housing. The small 
fenced off area must be their own 
private space!  

At least it is now clean and tidy and 
has recently been tarmacked, an 
improvement to the dilapidated old 
buildings and rough track. I think 
the idea is that the rest of the site is 
to be car parking for those living in 
the church flats. 

   Pearl Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s comment; 

I find it quite interesting that the 
new building (in an ugly way) 
pays a sort-of homage to the 
original. The door is in roughly 
the same place, and an open 
parking bay now occupies the 
space where garages (originally 
stabling) once stood.  

Call me an old romantic if you 
like, but even in its crumbling 
state, with the roof collapsed in 
one corner, I still think that the 
old cottage had a lot more charm. 

The old cottage as it 
appeared in 2015. 

During its life, it 
had seen use as a 
dairy, a laundry, 
and clues to its past 
could be found in 
every room. You just 
had to be careful to 
avoid the dodgy bits 
of floor. 

Spotlight is printed and collated by  
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